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¥ Kamal Nath
calls for Deve\opment

audit of WTO
Negot-\aﬂons

—

Mr. Kamal Nath, Minister of Commerce and Industry,
has called for development audit of the ongoing
World Trade Organisation (WTQO) negotiations, as a
first step towards developing an outline of the
development package for the next Ministerial
Conference in Hong Kong. Participating in the
Session of the Organisation for Economic
Cooperation and Development (OECD) in Paris
on “"Trade Negotiations under the Doha
Development Round”, on 4t May, 2005 the
Minister took the lead in activating the development
agenda of the WTO negotiations, and urged
members not to forget that Doha was supposed to
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Kamal Nath, Commerce & Industry Minister, with Rob
Portman, the new US Trade Representative, in Paris
on 4th May, 2005. Several key trade meetings were

held Paris in May as WTO negotiations entered a critical
phase in the run up to the next Ministerial.
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Kamal Nath, Commerce & Industry Minister, attending
the G-20 Meeting in Paris on 3rd May, 2005

be primarily a development round. Countering the
impression often given that developing countries
were not ambitious enough in the negotiations, Mr.
Kamal Nath said ambition in the WTO negotiations
should be seen essentially in the context of ensuring
better market access for products of export interest
to developing countries and doing it in a manner
that would not impair their capacity to develop in
consonance with their own specific socio-economic
needs. " If ambition does not enhance development,
then it is not ‘ambition’, but illusion”, he remarked.
India was among the non-member countries invited
to participate in the OECD meet.
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Later, at the Informal Ministerial Meeting-Mini-
Ministerial of the WTO-in Paris, the Minister mooted
the “100-100 Initiative” in Agriculture in order to ensure
a level playing field for farmers of developing countries
who are denied market access due to the application
by some developed countries of specific duties
amounting to very high tariffs on products of export
interest to developing countries. He proposed that
(a) all member countries of the WTO - both developed
and developing countries - convert 100 % of all
specific duty tariff lines into ad valorem equivalents
(AVEs), and then bind these tariffs in ad valorem
terms after conversion; and (b) that regardless of
the formula or methodology that is finally adopted
for the conversion, the maximum agricultural tariff
should not exceed 100 % at the end of the Doha
Round. This will ensure greater access for farmers of
developing countries to the markets of the developed
countries, giving them a fairer share of the world
trade in agriculture. The Mini Ministerial was chaired
by the Trade Minister of Hong Kong China and was
attended by over 30 countries.

India also helped in achieving a breakthrough by
arriving at an agreed formula for conversion of specific
duties into ad valorem equivalents (AVEs) which was
supported by participants at the Mini Ministerial and
would be approved in Geneva by the 148 member
countries. This gateway issue has now finally been
resolved after months of protracted negotiations.
Lack of progress on this issue was widely seen as
due to the obstructionist attitude of some developed
countries. Nearly 98 % of all specific duties are
applied by the developed countries. Giving India’s
perspective on the issue, the Minister said : " If we
are all agreed that specific duties lack transparency,
and that they unfairly penalize more efficient
producers, then we must declare as our objective
the conversion of all specific duties into AVEs on a

permanent basis. In fact, once we decide that, then
all this quibbling about the formula for conversion

will evaporate”.

Intervening on non-agricultural market access (NAMA)
issues, Mr. Kamal Nath came down heavily on
developed countries for applying double standards.
Thus, developed countries sought reduction from
bound rates and were not willing to bind duties in ad
valorem terms in Agriculture, but called for reduction
from applied rates and 100% binding in ad valorem
terms in NAMA. Supporting Mr. Kamal Nath, the
Australian Trade Minister described it as the
“schitzophrenia of the developed countries”. Mr. Kamal
Nath referred to the joint proposal on NAMA
already submitted by Argentina-Brazil-India
(the ABI formula) as a balanced and equitable
one as it combined a satisfactory degree of
liberalization with the required security for
developing countries and incorporated the
principle of less than full reciprocity and
flexibilities in tariff reduction for developing
countries, besides also addressing issues of tariff
peaks and tariff escalations. He cautioned
members not to treat harmonization of tariffs as
an end in itself — “it is not in the mandate, so let
us not make it a goal”.

He also urged removal of non-tariff barriers (NTBs),
pointing out how the least developed countries (LDCs)
and other developing countries were unable to make
a dent in the developed country markets even with
low or zero tariffs, due to protectionist measures
such as technical requirements and standards, often

disguised as environmental or health requirements.

In another intervention, the Minister said services
must be given priority in the negotiations and
articulated India’s interest in Modes 1 (cross border
supply) and Mode 4 (movement of natural persons).
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WTO Negotiations entering a crucial phase :
Workshop for State Governments on WTO

The Commerce Secretary, Shri S.N. Menon said
that the WTO negotiations launched at Doha in
2001 are entering a crucial phase. He said that
the frame work agreement decision reached in
Geneva in July 2004 has given much needed fillip
to the ongoing negotiations and the next few
months would witness intense negotiating activities
in the run up to the next WTO Ministerial
Conference. He was speaking at the workshop for
State government officials on WTO issues

organized by the Ministry of Commerce and

industry, here today.

Shri Menon outlined India’s priorities in the
negotiations on agriculture as removal of trade
distorting subsidies by developing countries,
ensuring adequate protection to the livelihood
concerns of poor subsistence farmers, and to
safeguard food security, livelihood and rural
development concerns. On Non Agricultural Market
Access (NAMA), India wants to address the issues
of tariff peaks, tariff escalation in developed

countries so that developing countries can access

New Delhi: May 24, 2005

the market in developed countries. He underscored
the need for the state governments to play an
increasingly proactive role in the negotiations to
keep themselves abreast of the latest developments
and to evolve institutional mechanisms to implement

the obligations assumed by India.

The one day workshop covering the areas of
agriculture, NAMA and development issues is
attended by senior government officials from all
the state governments and the Union territories.
Shri Prabir Sengupta, Director of Indian Institute
of Foreign Trade (IIFT) in his welcome address
said that trade distorting subsidies in agriculture
by developed countries create a serious imbalance
adversely affecting the developing countries. The
huge subsidies provided by the developed countries
to their farmers enable them to export their
agricultural products causing the international
prices to remain artificially low as they do not
reflect the resource costs. “Over the years, the
terms of trade are becoming adverse against the
agriculture based developing countries and we need

to correct this situation,” he said.
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Opening Remarks by the Commerce Secretary, Mr. S.N. Menon,
at the Workshop for States/UT Governments on the state of play
in the WTO Negotiations May 24, 2005 at IIFT, New Delhi

The Commerce Secretary, Mr. S.N. Menon addressing one day workshop for State/UT Governments on
the state of play in the ongoing WTO negotiations, organised by the Department of Commerce, Ministry
of Commerce & Industry, in New Delhi on May 24, 2005.

The WTO negotiations launched at Doha in 2001 are
entering a crucial phase. The ‘framework agreement’
decision reached in Geneva in July-2004 has given
much-needed fillip to the ongoing negotiations after
the stalemate at Cancum Ministerial Conference in
2003. Next few months would withess intense
negotiating activities in the run up to next WTO
Ministerial Conference at Hong Kong China in December
this year.

On a broad macro-economic front, India looks at
the ongoing WTO negotiations from the perspective
of her development and the growth needs.

The Indian economy has averaged a growth rate of
about 6% for over a decade and is poised for achieving
even higher growth of around 7 percent per annum.
Our trade, both exports and import, have been rising

steadily. In 2004-2005, India's merchandise exports
peaked at $79.6 billion- a growth of 24.4% in dollar
terms and highest since 1974-75. Our share in world’s
exports has increased to 0.82 percent in 2004 from
0.66% in 2000. Clearly, sustaining this growth pattern
would require a closer integration with the global
mainstream, including continuing trade liberalisation.

The Department of Commerce has been regularly
holding discussions with
stakeholders such as apex industry associations,
individual industry groupings for the past four

the domestic

years or so and we intend to intensify these efforts
further this year. Consultations have been held at
Ministerial level with political parties, trade unions
etc. as part of this process. These wide ranging
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consultation have been aimed at evolving a
positions that would reflect a National consensus.

Agriculture

One of the key issues under negotiations is
agriculture-a sector which is central to economic
development of developing countries and provides the
only means of livelihood to millions of small and
marginal farmers. This is also a sector where one has
acute distortions caused by subsidies and protection
in developed countries. India’s priorities in the
agricultural negotiations are broadly to : (i) seek
removal of distorting subsidies by developed countries
and reduction in the level of protection; (ii) adequate
protection to low income, resource poor subsistence
farmers in India, and (iii) to have appropriate provision
and flexibilities designed to safeguard food security,
livelihood and rural development concerns. It is
extremely important that outcome of this Round leads
to substantial reduction in distortions caused by
subsidies and the level of protection. Fighting this
distorted international trade regime in agriculture
sector is the raison d’ etre of the G-20. Emergence
of G-20 and the central role played by it in the area
of agriculture negotiations has been recognised by
the world community. India had organised in March
this year G-20 Ministerial Meeting in New Delhi which
has further strengthened the alliance and its resolve
to play a constructive role in the ongoing negotiations
in the area of agriculture.

NAMA

Another key area in the ongoing negotiations is non-
agricultural market access. Freer trade and investment
flows have underpinned India’s growth strategy. India
has undertaken significant autonomous liberalisation.
We are not going to abandon the path of autonomous
tariff reduction. However, we are conscious of the
need to have ‘policy space’ in certain sectors and,
therefore, have sought flexibility in such sectors. India
along with Brazil and Argentina have recently
tabled a negotiating proposal, which would allow
market access for products of exports interest to
developing countries, address the issue of tariff peaks
and tariff escalation in developed countries so that
we are able to access these markets as well as giving
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some room in respect of unbound tariff lines.
Services

The Services sector already contributes more than
50 per cent of India’s GDP. The services sector is
evolving rapidly, particularly in the area of knowledge
based economy. India has offensive interest in the
liberalisation of service world market, especially
in Mode-1 and Mode-4. We have potential in BPO
segment and in movement of our Professionals. The
challenge in the negotiations is to have improved
revised offers, especially in sectors and modes of
export interest to developing countries and to expedite
progress in the area of Rules, particularly disciplines
on domestic regulations, covering issues such as
recognition of qualification, administrative procedures
relating to visas/work permit, and greater transparency
without which effective market access would be
impeded. India would be submitting its revised offer
as agreed in the ‘July framework’ decision.

Focus on development

The centrality of development dimension has been
emphasised in the Doha Ministerial Declaration. Indeed,
a pro-development outcome in the Doha negotiations
is extremely important. Implementation and Special
and Differential Treatment issues are special areas
where desirable outcome is required. The challenge
in this Round is to deliver outcomes acceptable to all,
keeping in view concerns and interests of diverse
group of countries. This would require transparent
and inclusive process. India is ready to play its part
in these negotiations, which would lead to such pro-
development and balanced outcome.

State/ Union territory governments will have to (i)
ensure that implementation by all level of local govt.
of polices and measures is fully consistent with India’s
WTO obligations, particularly the basic WTO principles
of MFN and National Treatment applicable on internal
taxes and any other governmental regulations; (ii) play
increasingly proactive role and keep themselves abreast
of developments in the WTO regime; (iii) that proper
institutional mechanisms are in place to implement
feedback in respect of their areas of interests and
concerns to enable us to shape govt's positions.
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Negotiations in the World Trade Organisation .._,:V
/
"""'.//
MEETING WITH
THE CHIEF SECRETARY,

GOVERNMENTS OF STATES AND UNION TERRITORIES OF INDIA

Presentation by:

Gopal K. Pillai
Additional Secretary
Department of Commerce
Government of India

New Delhi, 24 May 2005

Doha Work Programme : State-of-Play ‘_:V
Failure of Fifth Ministerial at Cancun to agree on modalities -/,.r
Revival of the Doha Round: > J

- 2004 July Framework breaks deadlock
- Roadmap agreed for further work
- Framework towards Establishing Modalities agreed on:
Agriculture
Non-Agricultural Market Access (NAMA)

- Services Annex to guide further progress

- 3 Singapore Issues out of Doha Round :
Investment
Competition Policy
Government Procurement

- Negotiations commence on Trade Facilitation
- Guidance, with timelines, on development issues
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AGRICULTURE : Uruguay Round India’s Commitments Recalled... .._.,..-y

Market access : All tariffs bound —
- No TRQs, and no right to invoke Special Safeguards "-"""y
- No minimum market access — QRs (until 2001) for BOP
- Ceiling bindings, by 2004, of:
100% for Primary Commodities

150% for Processed Agricultural Products
300% for most Edible Oils

- 111 HS6 Tariffs bound in earlier Rounds (out of 695)

Export competition :
- Marketing and Transport subsidies, under Article 9.4, until 2004
- No reduction commitments

Domestic support:

- Aggregate Measurement of Support (AMS): Negative by a large margi
- Support within De Minimis (of 10% of value of agricultural production)

AGRICULTURE : India’s Overall Priorities... '--"'_y
Removal of distorting subsidies and protection by "‘—"y
developed countries ‘-—l'y

Protection of low-income, resource-poor and subsistence farmers
of developing countries

Appropriate provisions designed to safeguard food security, livelihood, and
rural development in developing countries

Modalities Negotiations :

- Full modalities (formulae, cuts, rules) by Hong Kong Ministerial,
13-18 December 2005

- Conclusion of negotiations with a decided pro-development outcome
India’s Main Alliances:

- G-20
- G-33 on Special Products and new Special Safeguard Mechanism
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AGRICULTURE : Domestic Support: The Framework \.....-y
Objective: Substantial reductions in trade-distorting domestic support "‘—':-y
To getthere? (i) Reduce AMS commitments - tiered formula /
(ii) Reduce de minimis limits by a percentage
(iii) Cap Blue Box at 5% of production value
(iv) Overall cutin Amber Box + de minimis + Blue Box with
20% in year 1 and more later - tiered formula
In addition (i) Higher levels to be reduced by more - harmonisation
(if) AMS product-specific caps and some product-specific
reductions (cotton?)
(iii) Review Blue Box; negotiate criteria to ensure less
distorting than Amber Box
(iv) Review/clarify Green Box to ensure minimal trade
distortion - but take account of non-trade concerns
(v) Monitoring mechanism
AGRICULTURE : Domestic Support: The Framework

=

Objective : Substantial reductions in trade-distorting domestic w--ll"':f
support

Developing countries?(i) Exemption from reduction of de minimis for

those countries that allocate almost all to
subsistence and resource poor farmers

(ii) Continued access to investment and input
subsidies generally available to low income

or resource poor farmers

(iii) Longer implementation and lower reduction
coefficients

Any de minimis reduction is nhon-negotiable
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AGRICULTURE : Domestic Support: Who does what ’),
/
Notified Subsidies in the WTO /-..
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AGRICULTURE : Domestic Support :The Framework .,_,.:)
Negotiation Issues

Who needs to reduce AMS the most? “-—-_"'y
US, Japan, EC m.____.-ly
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AGRICULTURE : Export Subsidies: Negotiations Framework »
.’/

Objective: Elimination of all forms of export subsidies by a "'-""y
‘credible’ date

To getthere? (i) Eliminate export subsidies by date to be agreed
(ii) Eliminate credits longer than 180 days

(iii) Eliminate trade-distorting practices of STEs

In addition (i) Disciplines on export credits, guarantees, insurance
(ii) Disciplines on food aid
(iii) Effective transparency

(iv) S & D:longerimplementation and lower reductions,
Article 9.4 to continue, STE (monopoly) consideration

AGRICULTURE : Export Competition Support: Who does what !-y/
Export Subsidies --—-y

2,500

2,000

1,500

$ million

1,000

500 |

1998 | 1998 | 1999 | 2001
Switz| Brazil Can Nor

2002
Aus

2000
Korea

1998
China

2000
Japan

2001 | 2001
EC USA

10



A Monthly Newsletter of

_The Ministry of Commerce and Industry _4

AGRICULTURE:

Market Access Negotiations ,_;V
Objective: Substantial improvements in market access for "_"_"':/

all products

To get there?

(i) Tiered tariff reduction formula with S & D:
- proportionality and different tariff structures
- sensitive products

(ii) Deeper cuts in higher tariffs - progressivity
(iii) Full liberalisation of tropical products

(iv) Tariff escalation - to be treated

(v) Tariff quota expansion

With S & D integral and

To consider

- Special Products

- Special Safeguard Mechanism
(i) Tariffcap

(ii) Tariff simplification

(iii) Special Safeguard (Article 5)

—/

AGRICULTURE:

Market Access: The Framework
Negotiation Issues S

Distribution of Agricultural Bound Tariff Rates by Tariff Lines
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AGRICULTURE : Market Access: The Framework ....-y

Negotiation Issues -/,

Distribution of Agricultural Bound Tariff Rates by Tariff Lines -.._...-ll"'f
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AGRICULTURE: Market Access Negotiations ’),.r

Formula cuts central, plus India’s Sensitivities across Products -/,p
Gap Between India’s Bound and Applied, 2004-05 -.._.-l""f
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12/
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AGRICULTURE : MODALITIES NEGOTIATIONS : """"'_y

Current Status -/_p
""'"'./

Understanding reached on NAV-Conversion methodology at Paris

Focus on technical issues post-Framework:

Market access negotiations will now gain momentum

Date and timing of export subsidy elimination to be agreed

Export credits, food aid, state-trading enterprises well advanced

Cuts in domestic support to be agreed

Criteria/disciplines to be agreed - Amber, Blue, Green Boxes

NAMA: In Brief: "-"'"-_y/

""IJ
"""./
Objectives for India:

Market Access for Products of Export Interest to Developing Countries
Addressing Tariff Peaks and Tariff Escalation

S and D for Developing Countries
Formula with concept of less than full reciprocity
Flexibilities to take care of sensitivities

Discussion Focus: Finalizing modality for bound tariff reduction through
Formula

Sectoral Initiatives
Preferences

o Fresentauot
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Product Coverage? Agricultural products in NAMA: >
fish and fish products, rubber, sisal, jute, coir

NAMA: The Framework: Negotiation Issues: &-ﬂ-‘ij

Formula? Non-Linear?

Developed Countries favour the Swiss Formula
- with one or two coefficients, with or without recourse to flexibilities.

Effect: Sharply reduces developing country tariffs;
Harmonises tariffs

India, Brazil and Argentina proposed a ‘Swiss type’ formula
- based on national tariff average

Effect: Reduces tariff peaks and escalation in developed countries;
Requires reasonable reduction in developed countries
Proposes a formula for treatment of current unbound tariffs

Services: In Brief: -//

S—
India’s Interests and Potential for Trade: 1.._,.-",{

World trade in Commercial Services, 2003 - $1795 billion (~1/4 goods trade)
India’s Exports- 2003-04 - $25 billion
India’s Exports 2004-05 (April-December) - $32 billion

India’s Imports - 2003 - $21.5 billion

Share of India’s exports in world trade of services - 1.4%.
India ranks 21 in exports and imports

Services account for 50.7% of GDP but only 31% of total exports in 2003-2004

o
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Services: Negotiations: h—ﬂy
GATS: Four modes of suppl ./-J
: Four upply:

Mode 1 : Cross Border: eg. software in computer diskette
Mode 2: Consumption abroad : eg. tourism, repair of ship in another country
Mode 3 : Commercial presence: eg. bank branch in other country

Mode 4 : Presence of natural persons: e.g. consultancy services abroad,
construction projects abroad (does not include permanent residency)

GATS: Nature of Commitments:
Control through Regulation : No tariffs at border
Obligations:

General (MFN Market Access, Transparency)

Conditional (National Treatment)
Negotiable (Domestic Regulation)

/
Services: India’s Present Commitments Recalled: h_-y

o Commitments in 6 major sectors:
- Business services
- Communication services
- Construction and related engineering services
- Financial services
- Health and related social services
- Tourism and travel related services

o Mainly in Modes 3 and 4

o Commitments lag behind autonomous liberalisation

o Fresentauot
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Services: India’s Main Interests in Negotiations: : a....-y

o Strengths - large skilled and competitive work force; -//-.r
established reputation as
reliable supplier; available infrastructure ""-""y

o Interest in securing greater market access:

o Mode 4, especially in contractual service supplier de-linked from
commercial presence, including independent professionals

o Mode 1, where there is core competence in IT enabled services like back-
office operations, call centers, medical transcriptions, distance education

o Computer-related and professional services

Requests Received from India’s Main Trading Partners:

o Cover all major service sectors, though focus on Modes 1 and 3
o In Mode 4, only horizontal commitments sought
o Sector-specific focus:
- Financial services; - Telecommunications
- Distribution (retailing); - Professional (legal, accounting)
- Education; - Maritime Transport
- Energy; - Environment

"'-—llf

Services: Negotiations Calendar: -//
"""./

In Doha Mandate:

o Initial Requests by 30 June 2002

o Initial Offers by 31 March 2003

o Safeguards by 15 March 2004

° GP/Subsidies/Domestic Regulation: aim to complete before
negotiations on specific commitments

o Conclude negotiations by 1 January 2005

In General Council Decision of 1 August 2004:

o Revised offers by 31 May 2005
o Conclude negotiations by 31 December 2005

16/
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Services: Negotiations ahead: n--'y
India’s Initial Offers: December 2003 .//_.
ndia’s Initial Offers: December

/

India’s Revised Offer due by end-May 2005: Likely Coverage:

Sectors on offer, and possible expansion of coverage in :

° Distribution (Wholesale, Commission Agents);

o Higher Education Services;

o Environmental services, including municipal solid waste removal services
o Professional (Accounting, Auditing, Book-keeping)

o Financial services

o Tourism and Travel Related services

o Hospital, medical, dental, and nursing services

RULES: ‘—i/

S—
- Anti-dumping Agreement "-'-y
- Subsidies and Countervailing Measures
- RTAs

- Fisheries Subsidies

Negotiations progressing from identification of issues for clarification and
improvement to looking at “"mature” proposals

TRADE FACILITATION:

Modalities adopted in July 2004
Modalities — Scope, Application of DSU

Implementation capacity - Issue of resources

o Frasenater
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CHALLENGES AHEAD .._....-y

=

Achieving a balanced outcome: responding to diverse interests
Realizing the “developmental” promise

Strengthening multilateralism: Institutional and Process Issues
Key Timelines:

- ‘First Approximation’ by July 2005
- Ministerial at Hong Kong, China (13-18 December 2005)

-/
Steps by Government: *-_.:?/

e  Assigned studies to various institutions -/

o Constituted Expert Groups to assess likely impact on domestic stakeholders
o Inter-Ministerial meetings and consultations with Governments of States/UTs
° Build coalitions on shared common interests (G-20, G-33, G-16, LMG)

o Meetings held with political parties and NGOs; stakeholder consultations

o Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) printed and circulated

° State-of-play in WTO posted on Ministry’s website

Role of State Governments:
Strengthen Institutional set-up: WTO Cell/Resources’ facilitation

Conduct assessment of interests and concerns; stakeholder consultations :
o offensive (export potential; road-blocks); and

o defensive (safeguarding vulnerable sectors and communities from imports;
infrastructure development, policy orientation, and a level playing field)

Maintain regular interaction with Central Government and other States/UTs

O
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| SERVICES OFFERS : CABINET COMMITTEE ON WTO MEETSI

The Cabinet Committee on WTO matters met in New
Delhi on 30" May, 2005 to give directions to the
Ministry of Commerce and Industry on the Offers
they are permitted to make to the World Trade
Organisation (WTQ) as part of the Revised Offers in
the services negotiations in May/June, 2005.

In accordance with the July Framework Agreement
adopted by the WTO on 1%t August, 2004 that laid
down the broad principles and guidelines for further
negotiations in the Doha Round, WTO member
countries are encouraged to make Revised Offers by
May,2005 in the ongoing negotiations under the
General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) of
the WTO.

The Cabinet Committee on WTO matters today
directed the Ministry of Commerce to make improved
Offers in sectors where Offers have been made by
India as part of Initial Offers in June, 2003. It also
gave the Commerce Ministry the flexibility to move
forward in the services negotiations within the limits
While making the
Revised Offer, India will also be guided by the
range and depth of the improved Offers that
would be made by the developed countries in the
Modes and sectors of interest to India. “What
we ultimately offer will depend on what is offered
to us”, Shri Kamal Nath, Union Minister of
Commerce & Industry, said after the meeting.

of its autonomous liberalisation.

In keeping with the July Framework Agreement, India
will be making its Revised Offers shortly in sectors
which include those in which commitments were made
in the Uruguay Round or in which Initial Offers were
made in the ongoing Doha Round of WTO negotiations.
The sectors thus covered include business services,
construction and related engineering services, health
related and social services, tourism and travel related
services, maritime services and transport services.

“"Given its strengths in this area, India is a
demandeur in the WTO negotiations for
liberalisation of trade in services. Currently,
India’s earnings through services exports are
estimated at US $ 30 billion. According to the
Boston Consulting Group, this has the potential
to increase to US $ 200 billion by 2020, if the
developed countries provide better access to
their markets, especially through improved
offers in respect of Mode 1 (cross-border supply
which covers BPO) and Mode 4 (movement of

natural persons)”, Shri Kamal Nath said.

I. Revised Offer in Sectors in which Initial offer
was made in Doha Round of Commitments taken
in Uruguay Round :

1. Business Services
. Communication Services

. Construction and Related Engineering Services

2

3

4. Financial Services
5. Health related and Social Services
6. Tourism and Travel related Services
7. Transport Services

Seven Sectors and 47 sub-sectors.

II. Fresh Sectors- Revised offer in Sectors in which
Initial offer was not made in Doha round or
Commitments were not taken in Uruguay Round.
1. Distribution Services
2. Education Services
3. Environmental Services

4. Recreational, Cultural and Sporting Services

Four Sectors and 56 sub-sectors.

In all, the Rivised Offer is being made in 11 Sectors

and 103 sub-sectors.

o
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National Seminar on the WTO Agreement on Sanitary and

Phyto-Sanitary Measures

The Department of Commerce, Ministry of
Commerce & Industry, organised a three-day
National Seminar on Sanitary and Phyto-Sanitary
issues from 17™ May to 19" May, 2005 and a bilateral
interface between the WTO representatives and
the industry representatives on 20™ May, 2005 in
New Delhi. The Seminar was organised under the
technical assistance programme of the WTO. The
participants in the Seminar included government
officials from Central and State Departments,
scientists working on setting food and other related
standards, trade and industry representatives,
Commodity Boards etc. Experts from WTO and
Codex Alimentarium Commission were the main
resource persons for the Seminar.

The objective of the Seminar was to provide an
opportunity for all the participants to be informed
of the various SPS related provisions/ requirements
and the present stage of discussions at the WTO
SPS Committee, so as to enable them to develop
a proper understanding of the issues for
encouraging trade. Participants also got an
opportunity to discuss the standards/ guidelines
and procedures for setting them, with officials from
OIE and International Plant Protection Convention
(IPPC).

The Department of Commerce has emphasised on
gaining from WTO Agreement on Sanitary and
Phytosanitary Measures (SPS) by implementing the
Agreement effectively. For effective
implementation of various provisions of the WTO
SPS Agreement, awareness among the stakeholders
is considered essential. This will also go towards
fulfilling the trade objectives. Capacity building
which includes improved infrastructural facilities
and additional manpower are the other crucial
factors for upgrading systems and procedures in

the country and bring it at par with the international
standards. Department of Commerce has requested
the Planning Commission to take note of the special
needs in terms of financial resources of the
Ministries/Departments for capacity building.

The Department of Commerce is also in the process
of finalising three Enquiry Point relating to Sanitary
& Phyto-Sanitary (SPS) measures which will handle
all queries or comments on SPS notification/
regulations issued by other WTO member countries.
These Enquiry Points will be Department of
Agriculture and Cooperation for plant protection;
Ministry of Health for food safety; and Department
of Animal Husbandry and Dairying for animal health
products. Presently, there is only one SPS-related
Enquiry Point - Department of Agriculture and
Cooperation. All the relevant Ministries/
departments/ Regulatory Bodies and trade bodies
have also been requested to coordinate with
Department of Commerce more regularly so as to
adequately address any discrimination faced by
Indian goods in their export markets and put in
place an effective system to combat such
discrimination - through bilateral or multilateral
modes.

The participants said that the Seminar improved
their understanding of various issues relating to
international trade and this would help in enhancing
the trade, both imports and exports.

The Department of Commerce further plans to
organise a sequence of National Workshops at
regional level on Risk Assessment Procedures and
other related issues under the WTO technical
assistance programme within the next six months
as a follow-up to this WTO-sponsored Seminar.
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Lamy chosen as WTO's 5th Director-General

The 148 members of the World Trade Organization
on 26 May, 2005 formally selected Pascal Lamy of
France to be the organization’s fifth Director-
General. The decision was taken by consensus at
the General Council. Mr. Lamy will assume his four
year, renewable term on 1 September, 2005..

"I congratulate Pascal on his selection as Director-
General. His experience in trade matters, his grasp
of detail and his proven track record in institutional
management ensure that he will be an excellent
Director-General. I look forward to working closely
with him in the future,” said Director-General
Supachai Panitchpakdi, who will assume 1
September the post of Secretary General of the
United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD)

The General Council decision brings to a close the
five month process during which four candidates
were nominated by their respective governments.
In addition to Mr. Lamy, the candidates were Carlos
Perez del Castillo of Uruguay, Jaya Krishna Cuttaree
of Mauritius and Luiz Felipe Seixas Correa of Brazil.

Following a three month campaign period, General
Council Chairman Amina Mohamed of Kenya, and
two facilitators, Ambassador Eirik Glenne of Norway
and Ambassador Don Stephenson of Canada, met
with all WTO delegations to learn their preferences.
At the conclusion of each stage of consultations,
Amb. Mohamed informed WTO members of the
assessment she and the facilitators had made on
which of the candidates was least likely to attract
the consensus required. Following each assessment
one candidate agreed to withdraw from the field.
These procedures were in keeping with guidelines
agreed by the General Council in December 2002.

Statement from Pascal Lamy on his
appointment as WTO DG

I am honoured that the World Trade Organization’s
148 Members have today decided to appoint me
as WTO Director-General.

I want to thank all Members for what has been a
clear, open and transparent selection procedure.
But any system is only as good as those who

operate it. In particular, I would like to commend
the work carried out by the Chairperson of the
General Council Ambassador Amina Mohamed
(Kenya) and her two colleagues, Ambassador Glenne
(Norway) and Ambassador Stephenson (Canada)
acting as facilitators, for their dedication and their
commitment in conducting the selection process
while continuing with their daily tasks.

I would also like to pay tribute to Luis Felipe Seixas
Correia of Brazil, Jaya Krisna Cuttaree of Mauritius
and Carlos Pérez del Castillo of Uruguay with whom
I have closely worked in the past and who were
and remain my friends. They too have contributed
enormously to the debate. I am honoured to have
been chosen from such a strong field.

Finally, I am delighted to have the opportunity to
succeed Dr Supachai from 1 September. It is
heartening that such a determined and successful
defender of the multilateral trade system, will be
staying next door in his new capacity as head of
the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD).

I believe that we have a crucial task ahead: to
complete the Doha Development Agenda Round
of trade talks. This will be my immediate first,
second and third priority so as to ensure that
trade opening continues to contribute to
development and that we place the interests
of developing countries at the centre of the
world trading system. The Hong Kong WTO
Ministerial in December will be an important
stepping stone towards this goal.

I intend to spend the coming weeks preparing
intensively for the task ahead and setting up a
team so that I can be fully operational from 1
September. In the meantime, I will refrain from
appearing publicly in WTO related events

I look forward to working closely with all WTO
Members and the WTO Secretariat to reinforce
multilateralism and development.
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Anti-Dumping: WTO Secretariat reports decline
in both new anti-dumping investigations and
new final anti-dumping measures

The WTO Secretariat reported that in the period 1
July-31 December 2004, both the number of
initiations of new anti-dumping investigations,
and the number of new final anti-dumping
measures applied, showed substantial declines
compared with the corresponding period of 2003.

For new measures, this continues the declining trend
noted in the first half of 2004. In particular, during
the July-December 2004 period, 17 Members initiated
a total of 103 new investigations, down from 135
initiations in the corresponding period of 2003. As
for new final anti-dumping measures, 15 Members
applied a total of 91 new measures during the second
half of 2004, a decline from the 108 measures applied
during the second half of 2003. Twenty-six of the
new initiations, and 23 of the new final measures,
were by developed Members during the second half
of 2004, down from 48 initiations and 24 new
measures during the corresponding period of 2003.

Among Members initiating new investigations, the
European Communities, with 17 initiations, was the
Member reporting the highest number during July-
December 2004. This represented an increase from
the four initiations reported by the EC for July-
December 2003. China, with 16 initiations during the
second half of 2004, was in second place, also
registering an increase over the 11 initiations it
reported for the second half of 2003. India, in third
place with 14 initiations of new investigations,

registered a decline of more than fifty per cent
from its 33 initiations during July-December
2003. Turkey was fourth, reporting 12 initiations, an
increase from the 6 new investigations that it initiated
during July-December 2003 levels. The United States,
reporting four initiations of new investigations during
the second half of 2004, compared with 21 during
the second half of 2003, fell from second to seventh
place (tying with Australia, Canada and Mexico)
between these two periods. Argentina, Brazil,
Indonesia, Israel, Korea, New Zealand, Peru, South
Africa, and Thailand all initiated five or fewer new
investigations during the second half of 2004.

China remains the most frequent subject of new
investigations, with 25 initiations directed at its
exports during July-December 2004. This level
represents a significant decline from the 36 initiations
directed at Chinese exports during the comparable
period of 2003. Korea was the second most
frequent subject, with 12 initiations of new
investigations directed at its exports, an increase
from the seven investigations to which Korean exports
were subject in the second half of 2003. Brazil and
Chinese Taipei, subject to six initiations each on
their exports during the second half of 2004, were
tied for third place, followed by Japan and the
United States, each of which was subject to five
initiations on its exports. Twenty-six other

countries or customs territories had four or fewer
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investigations initiated on their exports during the
second half of 2004.

The products that were the subject of new
investigations during the second half of 2004
were led by products in the chemicals sector (28
initiations), followed by plastics (16 initiations),
and base metals (12 initiations). Of the initiations on
chemical products, China accounted for 13, with its
remaining three investigations focusing on products
in the plastics sector. India accounted for seven
initiations on chemical products, and for five on
plastics. The European Communities initiated 10 of
its 17 investigations on products in the base metals
sector, followed by three and two initiations,
respectively, for chemical and plastic products.

Concerning application of new final anti-dumping
measures, India headed the list during the
second half of 2004, applying 23 of the 91 total
new measures reported. This marked a decline
in absolute terms, however, from the 32 new
measures reported by India in the second half
of 2003. Turkey, applying 12 new measures, held
second place, and reported an increase from the
seven new measures it applied during the second
half of 2003. China reported applying the third-largest
number of new measures in absolute terms, i.e., 10
new measures, but this was less than half of the 22
new measures applied by China in July-December
2003. Korea held fourth place, reporting nine new
measures, up from four during the corresponding
period of 2003. The United States (eight new
measures), Indonesia (six new measures), and Mexico
and Peru (four new measures each) ranked fifth
through seventh.

Products exported from China remained the
most frequent subject of new measures,

accounting for 25 of the 91 total measures

reported. The United States, whose products were
the subject of nine new measures, was a distant
second, followed by India and Korea in third place
(eight measures each), Chinese Taipei in fourth place
(seven measures), and the European Communities in
fifth place (five measures). The products of 20 other
countries or customs territories were subject to fewer

than five measures each.

In terms of the sectoral breakdown, products in
the chemicals sector were the most frequent
subject of new measures during the second half
of 2004, accounting for 29 of the 91 total new
measures. In second place were products in the
plastics sector, which were subject to 20 new
measures. Products in the base metals sector were
the subject of 15 new measures, while products in
the textiles sector were the subject of 11 new
measures. Of the 29 new measures on products in
the chemicals sector, China applied 20, followed by
India (which applied seven) and Korea (which applied
four). India led in terms of new measures on products
in the plastics sector, accounting for 13 of the 20
total measures, followed by Turkey (five).

The data reported above are taken from the semi-
annual reports of Members to the Committee on Anti-
Dumping Practices. The statistics are based on
information from Members having submitted semi-
annual reports for the relevant periods, and are
incomplete to the extent that Members have not
submitted reports or have submitted incomplete
reports. For the purpose of these statistics, each
investigation or measure reported covers one product
imported from one country or customs territory.

The anti-dumping semi-annual reports by Members
for the period 1 July-31 December 2004 can be found

under document series (G/ADP/N/126)
(Source: WTO)
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WTO welcomes public access to historical GATT
documents on the Internet

The World Trade Organization (WTO) welcomes the launch by Stanford University Libraries

and Academic Information Resources (SULAIR) of a website to permit public access to de-
restricted documents of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), the predecessor

of the WTO.

“The WTO has worked with SULAIR to make this historic collection accessible to the public as
part of our on-going efforts to share information that contributes to a better understanding

”

of the WTO and the multilateral trading system,” said WTO Director-General Supachai
Panitchpakdi. “"The work carried out by SULAIR to scan these thousands of documents and
make them available through the Internet will be especially important for academics, trade
specialists and others with an interest in how the trading system evolved in the GATT era,

from 1947 to 1994.”

Another objective of the project carried out by SULAIR and the WTO was to ensure the
preservation of this unique collection of documents, which had until now only been available in
the original paper versions. The collection being made available by SULAIR consists essentially

of English language documents.

The WTO website currently offers public access to over 150,000 WTO official documents in
English, French and Spanish from 1995 to the present. The addition of GATT documents from

1947 to 1994 on the SULAIR website will be a complement to the WTO collection.

The WTO Secretariat has worked with the SUL team to sort and organize the GATT documents,
under an agreement which saw SULAIR assume the costs for the work of scanning and

converting the documents to electronic versions.
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148 Members of the World Trade Organisation

S. Member Date of membership/ S. Member Date of membership/
No. Accession No. Accession
1. Albania 8 September 2000 26. Chile 1 January 1995
2. Angola 23 November 1996 27. China 11 December 2001
3. Antiguaand Barbuda 1 January 1995 28. Colombia 30 April 1995
4. Argentina 1 January 1995 29. Congo 27 March 1997
5. Armenia 5 February 2003 30. Costa Rica 1 January 1995
6. Australia 1 January 1995 31. Cote d'Ivoire 1 January 1995
32. Croatia 30 November 2000
7. Austria 1 January 1995
33. Cuba 20 April 1995
8. Bahrain, Kingdom of January 1995
34. Cyprus 30 July 1995
9. Bangladesh 1 January 1995
35. Czech Republic 1 January 1995
10. Barb 1] 1
0 arbados anuary 1995 36. Democratic Republic 1 January 1997
11. Belgium 1 January 1995 of the Congo
12. Belize 1 January 1995 37. Denmark 1 January 1995
13. Benin 22 February 1996 38. Djibouti 31 May 1995
14. Bolivia 12 September 1995 39. Dominica 1 January 1995
15. Botswana 31 May 1995 40. Dominican Republic 9 March 1995
16. Brazil 1 January 1995 41. Ecuador 21 January 1996
17. Brunei Darussalam 1 January 1995 42. Egypt 30 June 1995
i 43. El Salvador 7 May 1995
18. Bulgaria 1 December 1996
44. Estonia 13 November 1999
19. Burkina Faso 3 June 1995
45. European Communities 1 January 1995
20. Burundi 23 July 1995
46. Fiji 14 January 1996
21. Cambodia 13 October 2004 .
47. Finland 1 January 1995
22. Cameroon 13 December 1995 48. Former Yugoslav Republic
23. Canada 1 January 1995 of Macedonia (FYROM) 4 April 2003
24. Central African Republic 31 May 1995 49. France 1 January 1995
25. Chad 19 October 1996 50. Gabon 1 January 1995
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S. Member Date of membership/ S. Member Date of membership/
No. Accession No. Accession
51. The Gambia 23 October 1996 78. Latvia 10 February 1999
52. Georgia 14 June 2000 79. Lesotho 31 May 1995
53. Germany 1 January 1995 80. Liechtenstein 1 September 1995
54. Ghana 1 January 1995 81. Lithuania 31 May 200
55. Greece 1 January 1995 82. Luxembourg 1 January 1995
56. Grenada 22 February 1996 83. Macao, China 1 January 1995
57. Guatemala 21 July 1995 84. Madagascar 17 November 1995
58. Guinea 25 October 1995 85. Malawi 31 May 1995
59. Guinea Bissau 31 May 1995 86. Malaysia 1 January 1995
60. Guyana 1 January 1995 87. Maldives 31 May 1995
61. Haiti 30 January 1996 88. Mali 31 May 1995
62. Honduras 1 January 1995 89. Malta 1 January 1995
63. Hong Kong, China 1 January 1995 90. Mauritania 31 May 1995
64. Hungary 1 January 1995 91. Mauritius 1 January 1995
65. Iceland 1 January 1995 92. Mexico 1 January 1995
66. India 1 January 1995 93. Moldova 26 July 200194.
. i 1997
67. Indonesia 1 January 1995 94. Mongolia 29 January
95. Morocco 1 January 1995
68. Ireland 1 January 1995
96. Mozambique 26 August 1995
69. Israel 21 April 1995
97. Myanmar 1 January 1995
70. Italy 1 January 1995
. 98. Namibia 1 January 1995
71. Jamaica 9 March 1995
72. Japan 1 January 1995 99. Nepal 23 April 2004
73. Jordan 11 April 2000 100. Netherlands — 1 January 1995
74. Kenya 1 January 1995 For the Kingdom in Europe
75. Korea, Republic of January 1995 and for the Netherlands Antilles
76. Kuwait 1 January 1995 101. New Zealand 1 January 1995
77. Kyrgyz Republic 20 December 1998 102. Nicaragua 3 September 1995

26/
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S. Member Date of membership/ S. Member Date of membership/
No. Accession No. Accession
103. Niger 13 December 1996 126. Solomon Islands 26 July 1996
104. Nigeria 1 January 1995 127. South Africa 1 January 1995
105. Norway 1 January 1995 128. Spain 1 January 1995
106. Oman 9 November 2000 129. Sri Lanka 1 January 1995
107. Pakistan 1 January 1995 130. Suriname 1 January 1995
108. Panama 6 September 1997 131. Swaziland 1 January 1995
109. Papua New Guinea 9 June 1996 132. Sweden 1 January 1995
110. Paraguay 1 January 1995 133. Switzerland 1 July 1995
111. Peru 1 January 1995 134. Chinese Taipei 1 January 2002
112. Philippines 1 January 1995 135. Tanzania 1 January 1995
113. Poland 1 July 1995 136. Thailand 1 January 1995
114. Portugal 1 January 1995 137. Togo 31 May 1995
115. Qatar 13 January 1996 138. Trinidad and Tobago March 1995
116. Romania 1 January 1995 139. Tunisia 29 March 1995
117. Rwanda 22 May 1996 140. Turkey 26 March 1995
118. Saint Kitts and Nevis 21 February 1996 141. Uganda 1 January 1995
119. Saint Lucia 1 January 1995 142. United Arab Emirates 10 April 1996
120. Saint Vincent & 1 January 1995 143. United Kingdom 1 January 1995
the Grenadines 144. United States of America 1 January 1995
121. Senegal 1 January 1995 145. Uruguay 1 January 1995
122. Sierra Leone 23 July 1995 146. Venezuela 1 January 1995
123. Singapore 1 January 1995 (Bolivarian Republic of)
124. Slovak Republic 1 January 1995 147. Zambia 1 January 1995
125. Slovenia 30 July 1995 148. Zimbabwe 5 March 1995
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PARLIAMENT

BRIEFS

v’ Doha Round achievements

The Framework Agreement adopted by the WTO
General Council on 1st August, 2004, by
consensus lays down the principles and criteria
for further negotiations, covering Agriculture,
Non-Agricultural Market Access, Trade Facilitation
and specifically development-related issues. The
issuese relating to trade and investment,
Competition Policy and government Procurement
stand removed. In respect of services and
development related issues, it recognises the
importance of their development aspects and
establishes time frames. The Governement had
drawn attention to specific areas of concern to
India for appropriate resolution in the drafts
that have been presented at various stages of
the negotiations, including on Agriculture. India
has made concerted efforts to develop common
positions and strategies with like minded
developing countries, including in the G-20
Alliance on Agriculture (an alliance presently
consisting of 21 developing countries that
includes Argentina, Brazil, China, Egypt, India,
Indonesia, Mexico, South Africa and Thailand)
and the G-33 Alliance on Special Products (an
alliance presently consisting of 42 developing
countries that includes China, India, Indonesia,

their farm sector largely by the developed
countries, a credible end date for elimination of
their export subsidies, and substantial market
access improvements for products of export
interest to developing countries. Moreover,
consistent with the Doha mandate to negotiate
on agriculture, any additional commitments,
particularly in market access, by developing
countires like India should serve to safeguard
their food and livelihoood security concerns and
rural development needs.

The Framework Agreement of 1 August 2004 duly
addresses India’s interests and concerns. The
efforts of the Government are to ensure that
India’s interests are safeguarded through
appropriate engagement in the negotiations and
through coalition building with like-minded WTO
Members and Members groupings, such as the
G-20 and G-33.

The Framework Agreement is only an interim stage
towards conclusion of the ongoing multilateral
trade negotiations. The next step would be
finalisation of modalities which would result, inter
alia, an agreement on formulae for reduction in
domestic support a long with formulae for tariff
reduction and setting up the actual date for
elimination of export subsidies for agricultural
products. Government is determined to ensure that
our concerns continue to be adequately addressed
as negotiations proceed.

Kenya, Korea, Maurtitius, Sri Lanka, Turkey and v Agricultural exports and the WTO

Zimbabwe). These efforts have served to ensure,
inter alia, that the elements and principles
incorporated in the agreed Framework on
Agriculture lead to substantial reductions in
trade-distorting domestic subsidies provided to

26/

The international trading environment for
agricultural products is governed by the inter-play
of multilateral rules and disciplines embodied in

the Marrakesh Agreement establishing the World
Trade Organisation (WTO Agreement) which apply
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to developed and developing Members alike,
regional and bilateral arrangements, as well as
domestic policies, constraints and capacities.
Furthermore, fully recognising that the long-term
objective of the WTO’s Agreement on Agriculture
is to establish a “fair and market-oriented”
agricultural trading system, Article 20 of this
Agreement has a built-in mandate to continue
the reform process to reduce support and
protection provided by Member governments. A
free trade market for agricultural products thus is
not yet established by the AoA, but developed
and developing countries compete with each other
respecting their present commitments scheduled
by them under the WTO for various agricultural
products. In the on-going negotiations, there is
explicit recognition that the huge amounts of
support, subsidies and protection provided to their
farm sector by many developed Members distort
world agricultural trade and are not equitious given
that most developing countries do not have the
requisite financial resources to extend comparable
levels of support to their farmers. As per an OECD
report, support to agriculture in OECD countries
totalled US$ 361 billion in1999, and has hovered
around this level since then also.

The G-20 Ministerial Declaration, New Delhi,
contains a proposal to eliminate all forms of export
subsis in five years, with a front-loading of
commitments. If the proposal is agreed at the
WTO, the export subsidies will get reduced
substantially from the very first year itself and
totally eliminated in period of five years thereby
increasing the market access opportunities for the
agricultural products of developing countries
through this period as well. No other timelines

have been set out in the Declaration. The period

22/
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for implementation of commitments across all the
three pillars (domestic support, export competition
and market access) will be a part of the agreement
to be reached among all WTO Members in the on-
going negotiations under the Doha Work
Programme. The Government is making all efforts
by building coalitions with like minded countries
and is working within alliances such as the G-20
and the G-33 to ensure that our objectives are

achieved.

v’ Scheme to check cheap imports

A view to counteract trade distortion caused by
dumping and consequential injury to the domestic
industry, the Government has set up Directorate
General of Anti-Dumping and Allied Duties (DGAD)
to investigate into the allegations of dumping. Anti-
dumping investigations are initiated on the basis
of applications filed by the domestic industry
alleging dumping, injury and causal link between
dumping and injury. The DGAD investigates the
existence and degree of dumping, identifies the
dumped article, and submits provisional and/or final
findings to the Ministry of Finance recommending,
where appropriate, the amount of anti-dumping
duty to be levied. Application alleging dumping
and injury submitted by domestic industry is
processed as per the procedures and within the
time limits specified under the Customs Tariff Act,
1975 as amended in 1995 and the rules made
thereunder. From 1992 till 4.5.2005, the DGAD has
initiated 181 anti-dumping investigations. In these
181 cases, final findings have been issued in 158
cases, preliminary findings in 3 cases, 11 cases
are under investigations for issue of preliminary/
final findings and 9 cases have been closed

after initiation.
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v/ Product Patenting

As per the provisions of the Patents Act, 1970,
no application for a patent is required to be
examined unless a request for the same is made.
Presently, Patent Office has 4384 requests pending
for disposal covering both product and process in
all sectors of technologies. Out of these, 2280
are in the category of pharmaceuticals and are
currently under process. In order to accelerate
the process of grant of patent, the Government
has taken up comprehensive modernisation of
Patent Offices. Its major components include
review of existing procedure and development of
new user-friendly procedures, computerisation of
the procedure for grant of patents, development
of human resource capabilities by recruiting
additional examiners and their training, networking
of offices, strengthening novelty search facilities,
awareness and outreach activities. These are in
addition to legislative measures, such as,
simplification of procedure and rationalisation of

time-lines for processing of patent applications.
v/ Intellectual Property Rights

The Government has decided to set up ten
additional Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs)
chairs in the country. Three of these chairs will
be set up in the Indian Institutes of Management
(IIM) - one each at the IIM at Ahmedabad,
Kolkatta and Bangalore in the area of Intellectual
Property Management; five chairs will be set up
at the Indian Institutes of Technology (IIT) - one
each at the IIT at Delhi, Kharagpur, Chennai,
Mumbai and Kanpur in the areas of IPRs pertaining
to patents, trademarks, industrial designs and

geographical indications; and the other two chairs

50

-one each -at the Delhi School of Economics,
University of Delhi and at the School of Economic
Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi in

the area of Intellectual Property and Development.
Indo-Pak Exports to EU

In October 2004 European Commission adopted a
proposal for introducing revised Generalised System
of Preferences (GSP) scheme with effect from 1st
July,2005. The proposal is under examination by
the Council of the European Union. Though there
was a proposal for advancing the date of
implementation of revised GSP scheme from 1¢t
April,2005 this has not been effected. European
Union extends either reduced or duty free access
for a large number of products imported from
developing countries under its GSP Scheme. The
revision proposal of EU-GSP also includes ‘GSP+’
to provide special benefits for vulnerable countries
that accept the main international conventions
on social, human rights, environmental protection
and governance, including fight against drugs and
“Everything But Arms” arrangement, giving duty
free and quota free access for all products for
the world’s 50 poorest countries, which include
Bangladesh. The list of countries eligible for "GSP+"”
has not been notified. Government of India has
taken up the matter with the European Commission
(EC) for granting duty free access to India’s fishery
products owing to the Tsunami disaster under the
“GSP+"” arrangement of the new GSP scheme.
However EC has expressed its inability to grant
“GSP+" treatment to separate sectors of a country
as India as a country does not fulfuill the conditions

for such treatment.

(Source : Replies Given in Parliament during
the Month of May 2005)
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TOTELEm IEpets, was iselaled as most
dher coumtmes — developed and
leveloping — pressured the groapang
1o mnke real comoesdionms on frm
poods ralher than “emply slakements”

Ihe EL has 10 gt ready b mak
sime eal concessinns il B
agroee om ding the import anfls an
famm pouls. Bt so 187 they hive not
shown any inclinanod of daing ths
M Ntk sasd. “The tasifls hove 1o be
Femenid .||.|||.J_' rhiess Negtiarions fnd
thiz cannog e marl OFF Tor laser

(Deccan Chronicle 05.05.2005)
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Kamal Nath for
growth audit

COMMERCE AND Industry
minfister Kemal Math has called
for a development mudit of the
ongoing World Trade Organisa-
tion megotiations as a first step
towards the development pack-
age for the next Ministerial
Conference in Hong Kong,

Participating in the OECD
sezsion in Parls on "Trade Ne-
godiations under the Doha De-
valopment Round. WNath the
minister took the lead in acti-
vating the development agenda
of WTO nepotiations.

He said ambition in WTO ne-
godations should be seen es.
sentially 1n the context of en-
suring better market access for
products of export interest o
developing countries.

HTC

(Hindustan Times 05.05.2005)

OECD ministers sec growth rebound

MINISTERS FROM 30 of b warld’s glehesl b
clomis prodbeted Wiednasday (hat (ha globdal scoho
=y would reboursd Ister thie vess bl wasped &
pould hit “turbaolesce” hrought on by odl prices
und growth imbalanees. The minlsters, aceormling
to & summary of thelr meating hers usder the
uuspboes of the Organiztion e Eoonomle Coop
erntion and Developmsent, alsocalled for measines
to cushion vulnerahlo popalationes froem the [m
pactof increased ghohsl oompsticlon AFT

India calls for development
audit of on-going WTO talks

LR ECONOSY BUREAL
Kiwe Dealhi, May 4

Commerce and indusry
minister Kamal Hath has urged
the Warld Trade Organisstion
CWTO) membsers e co forget
that the on-going Doha mound
was supposed 1o be primarily a
development mound and  has
called for a development audic
of the oo-going negodianans

At the session af the Organi
gaiman for Econnmic Co-opera-
thom and Development (OECLY)

Cammence and indusing minkster Kamal Math shaking kand with

Wanh said ambitlonin the WG
Negnnatian it ld e seenes-
semtiallym the contextof ensur
ing betier markes acoess for
producis of EXpon Imemes n
developingoounmmesanddoms
itmamannerfarwoaldnotim-
panir thesir capacny todevebop in
rorsnnancewiththelr owmispe
rifc oS ca e e
ndia s among the non-
member counmes invied 1w
participate i the DECD meet
O Tuesclsy, My M ark pamict-
patedd i & serdes of hey oade

L
1

new U5 irade representaiive Rod forman ai the G- 10 mieeting in

Fars on Tuesday
m Pars on ‘rade nésgotiations
unuber the Doha Development
Rewaned’, the mingster said that
an e of the on-gomz WTD
negatatonsookd beahrstzep
roavards dewelopring an owtline
nfthediry |_'|||r.-"|1|:|'|lpi||_'kil;i.‘"|l:l'!'
thee ekt mministerinl conference
m Hong Epng. Acoording to an
officinl melease, the minsies
took the lead m acivating the
|'i--|.'|-|r_||'|n|r'r|1 apenda of the
WIDnegonagons

Countering the impressson
often grven that the develapng
COUNTRS wWore mab ambitious
ennuph in the negotiatons, Mr

W PT] ghote
meennes and discussed napar-
tane fesues of the corment WTO
roiind especialiv agricaltume a1
imeractians with the G-20and
the:-10

The G-20 meenng was held
to strateyise on lssoes ahend af
the WTC minl-ministerial. par-
ticulardy the issue of comverting
spectic duties te ad valomem
eqjuivibenss (AVEs) that has
stalled the negonanienson agr-
e s har

Theela-1 0 reein g was {o-0r-
dinated by Japan &nd incladed
Swritperland, Morway, boeland.
Israel, Tarwanad Rorea. &

Compromise

on farm
goods tariffs

Pars, My

Trade minssiers reached
A posible compromise on
Wednesday on an issue
that had been salling ne-
gatiATions an 3 new global
e deal.

Brazilian Poredgn mings-
ter Celsn Amorim wid he
wis shedying a new alfes
from the Eurocpean Union
on the conteniiaus guss-
tion of how - to calcula=
farm goodstaniffs.

Mr Amorim made the
commeent a5 be omerged
from calkswith top ELL, US
Anstralian and Indinn trade
officials, “It's 8 bit betoer
thian what they wem: offer-
ing vestenday, e said

Mr Amorim smid be
wiild consult ocher mem-
bers af the G-20groupof de-
veloping  counimes  thar
Brazil leads.

The COMPEHTISE CEMe
as miniEters from dozens
af WTO founiries were
meeting in & bid o ad-
wiance the Doha round of
neguriations on 8 neEw
glohal tradedeal.

The Latest dispuare in the
highhrcharged talksonfarm
g ade centes on e
wany import taraffs should be
evaloated - before the hag-
gling even SLAITS on huc
miuchiocut thembn Al

(Financial Express 05.05.2005)
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New solution
India’s strategy
to end WTO
farm talks row

A Monthly Newsletter of
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o

India moots 2-pronged plan for WTO farm talks

[y -
Piewe Bl iy §

ENTIIA has pei Brwird & 16
pringed sirnegy v resairing
e 1ariiT fsrmels SMMceliios
ma sgncuiare regel il s U
der the ‘Warld Trade Urgernees-
Tien (W] wrabernlle

Thes preposal, sulmmmed by
the Ulnbai Cerirderce apd In-
fuiry Mipisier Wr Kamsl
Naif, n Pans on Walacsdey il
the nfermal irade miaksarsl

meeting of ihe WTTL wauld en-

wura gromior rrecko? scccsd (od
lurdifs of deselsping caur
irie= 1 e markeis of Bhe de

el ifmad asiEnETEd

Accardmyg i ke WG
prorged HEREGF, all membar
coimiriss al e W -boith de-
vakped asd divechoglig pean
teles - cofreer b per cami of
sl specific dety tarilT B i
oef vodfore e s walents (4VES)
mnd then brd thess wriffs m
i vard o ipeTes afsar cmver
winr; second, rogi rdkeis of e
For#iclae i Mthadalnggy tha
B Arally sdeptad Par the can-
FErwam, ik masimien agFicid-
tural et aboiikd na exossd
Ll e ot mi taa arad ol i
Lsshs Bawrel

Ai & memmber al the grimp al

Fivm lalerestel Partles oem
posed of Brpail Eadia, 1he KL
ard iha LS, M Kol Relh o
w beiped b wbev g a break
through by srrivimg = an
ajerem Forrmuls far carvesiing
of epeLifc diTes o ol wals
rom piealanin, whoch was
bmched by parlicijpsints &l e
Misi biniaers

The propousl would boep-
prveed in Gewsd B e 1482
risrgiber CROMErEs il 1he Ten
&5l Councl masiing mmd e
succamn ol ik “galeway s
woild Belp N awivieg = &
pmmmen gnund m siber on
eniivi |Sies Curreslly Tk

(Hindu Business Line 06.05.2005)

WTO ministers agree on farm deal

TRADE MINISTERS lifted a serious obstacle from
the path to a much-delayed global trade deal on
Wednesday, breaking & deadlock on agriculture
tarifts that had pitted the European Union against
influential trade powers like Brazil and Australia.
The breakthrough came after the EU gave away
politically difficult concessions on access to its
most sensitive farm goods markets _ despite anxi-
ety about possible repercussions for a French ref-

erendum on Europe later this month.

AP

(Hindustan Times 06.05.2005)

g erail'n pndugru-u_ ani official
mimimmeni wd bore

i ronagresahanal meerks
mocas (AN ssoe, Mr Feih
came dowa bewvdy on devel
afed CRIBIEIES Tor prasiisng
druhls misndards Thus, derel-
apol crandries gl el
1l Frvam B rules ke wers
i willing in ke delies o ood
FEipren D= S RIROLire
hin called for redaciier ram
spp bl meies wrel BN per ol
tarnliag 08 o wilbargi (efa i
MaAMA Sapnormng Mr Keral
Pk, ike Ausimliis Trade
Asinbles, My Mark Valk. de
sirhad | a8 e “schiarpreres

ef the dridoped ceenfEnes”

Mir Kemal ath referred 1o
thes jedei prapeas] o KA A &l
reatlly subimifed by Argeeliig
Buall-Inidsm aa 5 hadarass] sl
sjatiable s 58 H combial o
sallafeoney degee ol Likeval
laather wah chi g aired s
rliy lor dreabpng caeiries
mid [iCieporaled the pracipls
o beas than (el recigrocoy sl
Auiindiiies m el relicean
Ter develnping (e

It b=l jhe sdces] silennisge
1l ndlnsdimy sues ol el
prabs A0l el esealatem. He
sl mermbsers raw 5 frasi
haimieninEleE of arilfs os

ixad (ISEH-—"11 I bl i 1 b i
elate 5= ol noi reekes & 5
weal®

He alas urged remeial il
ser-tmnifl beriars ach s
padiples  Dechalial  Pegure
merme pnel] smndards, sipsa
wind s mn abin fer ennroe-
meital irad PeeakN paing ol
(32T

In b iniosviee, Gk
B Wit BETV kS MmiBT b
EVER priargy N I
iorm ard sriicotaial Sow Dl
hi's FlEtes i Mode 1ioress
bewriker suppdy) a0d Made 4
imereement ol mraral pesois
B wery e giaelersl

WT0 ministers break
deadlock; India proposes

100-100 initiative

A HAS mooied & “10- 100" inititive @ the crecal sgri-
cilhire negetalions which seefe o heve reeEcams Ui dead
|k o dhe iechnleal lssue of calodaiing tanifs

The initmtiee tahled by Commesce basgsier Kamal Nath
during a8 [sservenden ar the Eferesal minl-Minisieriel
Mesiing of WT in Paris mims at ersuring s evel plaving
field o farmers of developing coastriae whio are desled mar
ket nicess dwe in applicaiion of specfic deies amosmiing
in high tarilfs oa produci of their eaport Edereil

Mith progaced thel fl member countriss of the Workd
Trude Orgensation, both developed and dévsliping, comven
1160 e canil ol all spezifc ducy el Bess Inle ad valorem
ppalvalenis and them hind them afier conversion

Ao gardiass of the farmiils of mechsdalogy hal b= Oeally
wdepoed for the eomversion, the maxtmum sgricultural tor-
T shoegded rod mwoesd |0 per- comd @il e @i of Dindi Roiind,
Math sairl, adding thia deis wil ensure greaicr socess for farm-
ers of develaping countries do marksis of deesfoped colin-

Irtand

The conversion of AVE from specific dutes kad led o &
ruadibiock (p trads talks sl the meeting Dol ininkswers were
suceseaiinl In oo ool B

“Wligh ihis apreement, which st sl be acceped by all
thas W miembers, we have broken o deadiock In the reps-
tiatiom=.” Cel=o Amorim, Brasilies Foreggn Minser sald. e

(The Pioneer 06.05.2005)
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‘Row over farm
tariffs resolved
at WTO meet

Parls: T rsde glnebess Moo lissiling ricl
il e natloes resobved o row bere on
mleulnting ngcicaltural tariffs that bl

o b Ty T oo 1wl
fred Ll (RIS, “Mow wi are iabde b ofiil
megntintions hack on drack” Bruzlsan
[oredgn minister Celso Amocim suld re
poriers, annoncing e hreakiBraugs Gl
e (nlks by afflcials froms ahoat S0 Waorld
Trado (rganisatinm members.

T techmical bul key Bsge meadvsl
aroand winngdling o6 8 dethisl [ co-
wertlig {hoss RCHTE currencly syprassel
i H o ] veloe, sl s ouros o dal
lars per tnnne, ino o perrenpdage of e
price o ennhle coinEiciaen

10 benh Al ilind s lelyy Food Lmgsert s
nalbomns guch &s the European Unbon and
sSwiizeriand and expart ing vountries, sl
nesslid Do e agieed (o peemie ks o
imive din 1o 6 Formnla for teradl cuts

“The romd i now char for rapid
T A eE e
bomrd  nieloiling
services ared minii
Factibal [T P
E1 trade commis
siomer Peter Man
dellson saiil. The
deal kil wgL0 Ea
formally cofirmeil
vy ull the Geneva
based WTOs 198
| meinksis, e alded
hiud  mald It haod
“heaiy accopbed by
the counirses who
bave the greatesl
glake i agricul
il Tl bl bomis"

His LIS coumnber
part. Hob Portmin

whi  fhie ol
WA COMMMTURMINGY 0, gy buis peililice e

Poder Mundedeon. o peey 58 brde

“representative, said: <1 hink b sas o slg
mificant Treakibroughy ey Inoa bl of
ATl fs e s™

The maim one, h.ﬂ =inl, was that ul b
Jerting energy into the irade g, “asl
sy g s we T Bl wiElng oo rodl g

il eliiven anil B0 MONE EOOTIE CIME[TG
ol ses Do o Borwaal.”

Wik deudlipes looming, trele miiis
Liers gnit e heere 00 rovieo Che Ragring
ot frode negotiations, with the Beal of
the WTO mssuing o new waridig that (ke
Al Hs ik By Foesulssi] i Pailume

Ha husd] recemily described the Doha bid
i bzar dowm plobal frade barriers as
“wloge tom crels®, bud sfiee the fousToni
medbng Pere, WTO {lkrector genoral B
paiasl Paniichpabld] said: ©1 would say
thul thi crisk 18 now averted ™ He
nonetheless added: “Lei's not forge il
wee e not Hhere el Thetw hivie i 6
ferrenees Tt wean doveloqed aed develop
iR ol e s ovar farning suhsidies

“Hoad s cleir 167
prugress acroas e
board,” saps EU

(Times of India 06.05.2005)

Farm tariff
logjam at

WTO eases

CILN D C O Oy RS

Pirsn Dol B Py
T'h AT N Bl st ons a1
Ihrh;ﬂ.urld Trade Organisa-

o (WY TLT) easedd & bt with Ass
tralia, Bruzil, Indis, che Eunc-
paia Linion snd 1he Liniled
Stes ppreeing on afonmuiafor
soaversioa of e ditissto
aik-wakpremn dul s ingricdhes.
The formula was suppr-
e by 1he 30 aitendin g oo
Irinish al Chall roife-ad e ril wd
Paris and will ke taken up by
14K misribes coininies o Gene-
vi. The jfasue of convaraan of
specificduties o pd-valorem
dulies had heen Baoldeig up
progress in negiistinns
Dyl oping country faem.
e i i oy oo ek s
in the developed comwmiries be-
caeeof appliontion of specific
duries, arnsunling [overy Bigs
ot om products of export in-
terest Meariy B8 percent of all
wpucilic et v @ plied hy
the devel oped coursnes
AL ke mini-minineris =
dimdwhiad mnambhbilious °1
198} indtiache" in agriculiures,
iemiial it ensuning & level play-
ing fivld for farmesrs of the de-
veloping counines
T v Tioikd inidscoes o
o by D s sl LRadistry
Hl:rﬂtr'ﬁmﬂ ik projesed
i all member oo niies of the
WTOcoewern L0 pereent ol all
spmcia; duty Larifl brui intgad-
| walorem egarabenty [AVEs]),
i it T nd i 1ares 1 il
wrinrem sermaafier comeion
| I also saad n‘.l.lﬂ.lnlltﬂ
l.rdihn'1hll

formuls ox ma

el b Paally adopited Do
corvoruin, lhe maknramagn-
culiurmal e should not excesd
1M ey vt Chd 1w 00 1l
erd o Bt Db roumsd
Tz wraskd ensare thar fares
ers ol deved g Corsiries Band
rairk dihn
ariﬂuprd oommtries, which
wiptihd ghve thiem o fadr share of
wod trada inagriculiey, il
an official presarelesse || guri
8 Math as saying, "1 we are el
agread s oliilhis baik
eraraparency, andihat theyun
Taksly pestailine mdse effcianl
T, Sam v reuA Ui
&8 ar-phjeciive the conversion
of il spincitee duliis inbo AVES
on & permanent basia, In fact
e we deckde Lhal, thenallihie
elrhilrg abeinst th Formila s
oureerskon will evaporuie ”
1200 S - BT e sk et
ik oA WA D I ]
bl clerve b i ries soug e
e o froemn boond roees, they
wersru willrig o isd dirsesin
md-walorem erme i agriculrere
Inbncliesrd prodects deeoped
vurarnl s beren buaen sl sy
a reduction from applied rabes
orad Imfﬂrmmhndlg.:lmnl
i ks L
T he o progasal on M A-
SA submitied by Argsniing
Brazildndis (the ABL o
Ha) wins Bakandad snd agei-
inbie, an i combined & sakis-
facsory degree of liberalis
tion wilh Thi risgeined sacusi
iy for developisg tountries,
hi . ok - L]
prireiphe of lesthas b=l nei-
poociy and fexibiliies intars
et Fur d e bopring cimtrisss

(Business Standard 05.05.2005)

Farm talks
India has mooted a " L00- 100" initiative in
the crucial agriculture negotiations
which seems to have overcome the dead-
lock on the technical issue of calculating
tariffs. The initiative was tabled by Com-
merce Minister Kamal Math during an in-
tervention ot the mini-ministenal meet-
ing of WTO in Paris on Thursday. PAGE 2
(Business Standard 06.05.2005)
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Paris, May 5 The Euoro-
pean Undon's top  trade
negolintor has dismissed the
possibility of a trade war
with Chima over surging
Chimese textile impors and
rejecied  “precipilae™ EU
aclion againgd Beijing.

“There is no question of
any diplomatic beeak or any
sarl of trade war betwesn
Ewrope amd China" EU
Trade Commassioner Peter
Mandelson said  here on
Thursday aller a mesting
with Chinese Trade Minis-
ter Bo Xilal,

“Bath of us know there's
much more &t stake n the
long term for trading and
economic  relations for
Euwrope amd China 10 allow
the issue of lextiles o
undermine  thatr straegic
partnerihip.”

The ELl executive com-
missbon last week lannched
an investigation info recenl
sharp increases in Chiiese
imports o EL countries
that followed the abolition
of a global geota sysiem on
Jamizary |

The procedure, undei
World Trade Organisation
regulatsons, could lead 1o
the impasition of wmpofary
cuarbs on nine categories of
Chinese textile imporis

Bo seressed that China had
been “very prl:.;li_-nl:" in
managing the ow of EL-
bound texnle prodoces . and
had adopied 10 meassines
that had afready bed o oo
“ponsiderable”  slowdown
m the  growth of  such

B

Trade bomhomie: EL
Trade Commissionar Pe-
ter Mlandstzon shakes
hands with Chinese
Trade Minister Bo Xila
afler a I'l‘lﬂl.‘.l‘lil"lg im Paris
focused on the sharp riss
in Chinese textile exports
ta Europe, (4FF)

EIEHS te Europe in March
“we oaly hope 0 s8¢ a
stublz incrense,” be snid

My Mandelson scknowl-
edped that China had taken
steps 1o check the expon
fow bt added: “They have
nol had the impact that 1
would have liked o have
SEEN.

Four ELI texiile prodiscers
— Framee, haly, Spain and
Cireece have asked the
Evropean Commission o
apply  emeérgency  proce-
dures thai could spesd up
the application of Hoaits

Mandelsom sakd thar such
specinl measures would be

comsidered 11 11 1% deter
mined thas sy of the nine
CHEEONEs ol clathmg

i|:|p-;-n: umnidar ||'|'.-=tril_l.|1:-.:-r|
required “more pressing or
critical™ action. fAFP)

(Asian Age 06.05.2005)

ar¥dE WA F |y
SR Tg1 & 98§

wWiemrm, w7 (wmt) ) wEds
Frfirrior T améndemme =vem
s oy m welEes & G & A
witrs = wges & it & fyafa
wde i e =y o apiryeg
3 v e ael wr B PTE e S
=511 dlm & o W T el
w5 Al 5w e e FE Al .11'_.,-'.;;|
whoreen | weitt S T & i @
Sy o i i o dgen w5
wmren o g 5 B AR & o i
= gfs 9% va s ey w0
oy o duemn 9 mwren & fad e
ThT EFTA it e = Wi s

(Jansatta 05.05.2005)
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W & o wEEE
FER Emm =
T T T i i
= ) EErar o e
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(Dainik Bhaskar 06.05.2005)
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FwrTe A g owmw ¥ feEedE G % o W O
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s ) S e e wem Emo oW @
i forg  &wa fmmeim ® W
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‘m ofmm' W TEARTAR 5 W
FroE] T, W T WA w1 TR AT
T % S i 7 | TE R
T, FEE R T g i s i <0
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(Rajasthan Patrika 06.05.2005)
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Revised offers to help

B-From Page | =

HE CURRENT negatiathon process fof|
Tl:lws a ‘redques & alter’ format, whey
each WTO member B free o come g
with ‘requests’ in aneas of spedfic interedl,
This & bollowed by offers from each mem-
beer and the linal pac 5 o be sealed on the
hasis of overall consensus. Several irade
partners have urged India to open up re-
tail, legal services, telecom and acoont-
ancy. The current talks are being on-
duced under the framewark of General
Agreemen on Trade in Services (CATS),

The Cabinet Comminee on WTC,
which met here today under the chale-
manzhip ol Prime Minster Manmohan
singh, has authorsed the commeroe &
industry minisery to make improved of-
fers. Mr Bamal Math said,

These offers would be resifioed w ar-
a5 in which initial offers were made in
2007, Revised offers are being subrmitied
ncw i omler 0 help the WTOD move to-
wards a Eberal deal on agriculure and

manufaciured products. Separate discus-
s are on 1o reduce Earmn subsicies and
[iberalise trade m indusirial prodiscs
through what is called non-agriculiure
market acoess | MAMA] talks,

“What we ubimately offer will depend
o what & offered 10 us,” Mr Kamal Nath
s, “WWhille making the revised ofier, New
Melhl will also be guided by the mnge and
et of the mproved olfiers that woudd be
made by the developed countries in modes
and sectors of intersi 10 tndia,” he said,

“Thee Cabinet Commities on WO ds-
cusssedd the tssue, We will asah the offers
and requisis ol ather countries bedore we
make cur olfer. %o {ax only Canada amd
Australia have made their offers,” Mrka-
imaal Math sald after a #-minute meeting
ol the Cabinet sub-commitiee. The gov-
ermment has already indicaved it i not
averse o opening up of retail sector as it
has tremendous potential for emgloy-
ment generation besides helping the
fiedgling food processing sector and
boosting exporis

India to give 'n’ take on trade in

services at WTO, no retail selloff

Legal Services, Acuuunlanw Kept Out

Oir Defhi Bureau
MY il

NDLA may fice cfer to open up
retail, legal services or acoomuind
ancy in the ngoing Wordd Trade
Deganization (WTO talks an Bher-
altsstivm of tracke in sepvices. The ini-
tiad ofers, o b u brifted before the
WTD deadline somarmonsy, would
Over Enisiness Hrf'j'.u. st
thivin il pelated eny neering servic-
o5, healih-related o, ourism
amd eravel-relasdd senvices. mar
L servicesand iranspon servioes
Crpenninng vipof retail, begal and ac
tountancy services will ke solely
driven by mational mieress, oome-
meerie & industry mimister Kamal

Maih said. Mounting pressure from
key trahe parmners, oe the US, on
these segrnends is beng courserhal-
anoed by opposizon from the Lefe

The tmproved ofiers from [ndia
waulid be upgraded ondy i India gers
bemer marker acoess for its profes-
dinak in varimes areas. mcding
winemaciom sech

Wthat [ndia is willing 1o put omihe
table wall depend on what other
comnenesare wiling soaffer in ienms
of Mode IV (iberabsmion of viss or
work perms for qualfied peofes-
sionalsh and Mode [ (cross-bosder
supply of semvices, which inclodies
business process cusoordng un-

der GATS, sosaroes in the comameroe
departmens said

The Cabinet comamines on WTD
has authorised the govemment o
spbmin restsed offers. Mr Kamal
Mach sakd roday,

The upsraded oflers dre pan of
the in-biiih agenda of WTO under
wikch liberalizaton of made in faem
s e servioes s i b negotial-
e, The expeoed Bheralizarhon &
terms of “bindings’ bevond which
merket access annol be peaiaied.
For example, India may allow 74%
foresgm dmen Evesment (FIH) in
tebecom: b i with che WO
thee ewiene of 26%, This means thar
FOH e i e aebeconms sector will
nid be reduced below 26% ot amy
srage in fundre
= Rovised affer 1o help WTD: P 5

(Economic Times 31.05.05)
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In free trade area, member nations don't pay customs duty

erale herdest  hr el L i

Wevwsyer, snunries S
rnakinns & fres trads area
whi 31 Foww The wwres [Edir b=
wilh reapecT i AT
bern. Soree ol the betier
knewn fres irede areas ine
clafe the Morth Amercan
Free Trds Aprssaem | Nal-
i, Europsan Fres Troades &s
socmiion and Soeaih i
= Corrrmreity of Kaibiems
Whai is SaltaT

Tha Seoth Ay Frss
Trade Agresmasre {Safiaj is
an agreemani rasched o s
IS3h summii of ks Guih

A Monthly Newsletter of

jriite Seileiiil sali
Hlivw s ibwe W Like
e | sbemmrs?
FTin e sancka do mailes
dksrisns i By wed g i
by ouieeerisiis. Tliks poose
whary albirmin feanlesrsy o el
i [Basir inianeis 1 g
prip sk rval vy s,
) gouasion, il sy de
clike ki Joiii i voriingctindin bis
thir ivepiedl ileivals ad il
wiaai s rall bty v sl
W e e i e el 1 L [
e, T WL E e mii el sl
ligrs waing In s
rhitinrums s

B ngisriey il alie
wiHi% sl wrpl am
Jerasgs ol "airmd i
(L] L T TR T
'I'II'I'I-HI: Ih-llll' bl
i ied

Iiivadar dwmerad jIE lia
mriiniin] | nm e s mog i e
milluin S lress Snu
ihit el s -
(T TEN T b, Al BH G |jE=
lifle pEraor dit e BEAL T af
[EHEE  Thers abic haa
Pl prniy Elireriinr d Geoves pale i
gt thar DU Thie Sseretinrd
R T TR S B TR

el el Thal e

AEFEE CEETOE (e
ea,  prefereied o
ria-LarlT hearyiss

i
SLTHETTS ITADHL P
B crma bl spdlE f

wiih he |owes 1aniTs

LEARNING

[ WITH &
THETIMES

T '-'I"Cl S PripdlalL
Taieral b s, i e o
i wladi aivd s s bl 1 0

THE T 2 KPS 66 AW SmiiEry
i ke TS thirmiss (8

IT o insrmece, Bl s

_The Ministry of Commerce and Industry _g#

takes decisions by consensus

jiliy e luiifasal miijaam S’ ilie
warums cnctls el nom
il ihes manjatieal
nlianneis, mjEivkle oh
Tl reisniie lir deechig
il oviiiilebes, o ey
wenhil drvele sl (oo ilein
WL s dn Bl wililie
Al mhesll Thie Serreai sl
lo maiier bt ol
wr m e alis
it siidberend o e
Flaww Is Ihee FHe i
Linrnpral wpjsiieee-

T b P T e R
Alir i i i
LR E TR T

e e thes g
p...||.|... 1l e
e fiNESE #nt
Wi E e

LU TN L
I.lll":!l-" I i o
isl Ih'llll'lllllllﬂll
arnld v linile sl
IraillL il kv s i b8 fii biid* 1ii
1P g1 bar Ml gl by,
sigdy el flee immmiiisd onn
slilmies s il il do
ki chyprhns s ke i
piriileaa |m B Dl g
s il P e iess,
L ml ATt dhrmsgh §
[EECR R B T
ik Dok FRETRE Blie Olel] i
il ol wiimsel
.|IIhrllllllllllﬁ'ﬂllllﬂﬂﬂ’z
LTI T

fir sushilabing 5 Fashn
mErn ey niEkide D
CTURE g B b TR
wreld metabdidhing chrdy e lE
ical mnd rofngml e e
it e rrn b ood B 1T

*

jmr
sibar

erly slimiraies
1 e In peads S
et ot ids
e Eaerral
pETTEd s EE B T
rrEl F VoS, B
e —pEsl wahie the o u,.. | o]
ki memmE i

The Rmibera Cutkiven

¥ 0 01
A LTI
L=

[riw irechs Gi-sii
cusfams dadis,
TINETR TR
iy mrd v (e
mch ol which hee & differ
el Forps L] BT,
Whitl b o A it

iy troeke Db b LT [
i |l.l||-'ll:l-\-'" frse Trnale

e
LT |l Ueiial 7 aie poc

amd  ECEEETE
AEd  rACTEsEry
BIIFFs
W harl 8w 0 fres brsde aran?
Limpiries mES ONTE 5
priker a fafm i e e
arun which sweiiis Dt e
irmbe] Seiwe (ose coun
iriars ‘Wil nel afirsc] cosoms

st ¢ wrodik] ki frpical

Iy mean Lhef §lEFsSS ar prad
aumes wyulil 80l sy i

Aabma Amsccisiion for B
pioeal Czaparstem {laare)
mi [Ebrmaksd im Jdesiery
HiH mllimyg for tha creatien
e [res ircde e orering
ladm Fakwian, Nepsl, Sri
Lanka, Sengkskmh Ohuinn
andd the Maldives

The srven Srvign mimis
ol i repoch semed o
frumefrE agreTTEE O
Sadts w ik e cosisms by

Ammmm h-m-f-blﬂﬂ‘llﬂ
T ageruia curine Chirams Promises dle Ui begs o mha

en crade ol pracrioallE all
preloris s She regim
ensdl HIE Ths rea sgivs
mEEl B mibpsT in rmnflca
tirn by ihe aaen g
remila. Safin pespaires ibe
FEiiEr coumiriss m hring
thrir duiks dosm = 3% e
s Brm phose ol the e

fuar pariod ending in Z60T

b I L sl e panr phass

Ernlrag bn R, thes 5 d

il by redice in e |ﬁ

e o sl cuia

Whal =0 cosins wmanT
A s nien rEans

Ikl @ gneip of ouciriss

agihd ) huree o comETEn GE

(Times of India 11.04.2005)

mnoenes e hedng aad lndia
hsd . bnepo ity oo, wee
i oW s sbus, b
Mapal bevied omly Mm%
them & thind eesiery i
Japan, whick & med pard of
Gafte raal dnply erperi
ram s Kepsl B oroald
thae wel] b B Bl s widh
ik Maeiag sy delie tham
by mEling the BEs o iy
FEar i el CRBFT ivamms

Flwke WEROTELUH B oan
sxarpE-al & i ek
Whas |§ @ eooemic
anieal

N O L i s
tha feanirey of a4 ocooram
TRACEF] S# L afel®em pre
v oF a ceEmEn e
Lary @y a pedizen el
prlicy 58l & idmpen cur
sy fof S feinlers Like
L Eurrgesany Civios (EL




SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS AT THE WTO/GENEVA¥*

1-3 Committe on Government Procurement

2 Committee on Agriculture

2 Negotiating Group on Rules

3 Committee on Agriculture - Special Session

6 Negotiating Group on Market Access

8 Trade Policy Review Body - Ecuador

9-10 Negotiating Group on Market Access

10 Committee on Trade in Civil Aircraft

10 Trade Policy Review Body -Ecuador

13-14 Negotiating Group on Rules - Regional Trade Agreements
13-14 Negotiating Group on Trade Facilitaion

14-15 Council for Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights
16-17 Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade

16-17 Council for Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights - Special Session
20 Dispute Settlement Body

20-23 Services Meeting

21-22 Dispute Settlement Body - Special Session

21 Trade Negotiations Committee

22 Sub-Committee on Cotton

24 Committee on Budget, Finance and Administration

24 Council for Trade in Services

27 Council for Trade in Services - Special Session

29 Launch of the World Trade Report 2005

29-30 Committee on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures

29 Commitee on Market Access

(Source : WTO/Geneva as on May - 2005)
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