GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY
(DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE)

LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 462
TO BE ANSWERED ON 20" JULY, 2022

BUDGET FOR WELFARE OF TEA GARDEN WORKERS
462. SHRI PALLAB LOCHAN DAS:

Will the Minister of COMMERCE & INDUSTRY (aTfOTs[ Td 31T #H4T) be pleased
to state:

(@) whether the Government had announced Rs. 200 crore in the Budget of 2021-22
for the welfare of tea garden workers;

(b) if so, whether the Government had formulated any guidelines for the allocation of
funds for welfare of Tea Garden Workers;

(c) if so, the details thereof; and

(d) if not, the reasons therefor?

ANSWER

IIfOTI Ud SN HATGT H 5g /Al (3l 0T uce)

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY
(SMT. ANUPRIYA PATEL)

(a) to (d): A provision of Rs. 200.00 crore was made available in Budget of Tea Board for
2021-22 for a scheme to be formulated for the welfare of tea workers in the States of Assam
and West Bengal. The Government is in process of finalizing the details of various works to
be taken up under this scheme.
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY
(DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE)

LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 497
TO BE ANSWERED ON 20" JULY, 2022

MERCHANDISE TRADE DEFICIT

497. SHRI MANICKAM TAGORE B.:

Will the Minister of COMMERCE & INDUSTRY (aTf0TSiT Td 3191 H) be
pleased to state:

(a) whether India’s merchandise trade deficit widened to a record $ 23.53 billion in May, 2022
and if so, the details thereof;

(b) whether the previous highest monthly trade deficit was $ 22.91 billion in November, 2021 and
if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether the merchandise imports have crossed $ 60 billion and the growth continuously rose
three months in a row recently; and

(d) whether the imports are likely to stay high in absolute terms as commodity prices see a
renewed uptick; and

(e) if so, the details thereof?

ANSWER
TR Ud IEANT AT H 57 /A (3l SO uce)

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY
(SMT. ANUPRIYA PATEL)

(a): India’s merchandise trade deficit was USS 24.2 billion in May 2022.
(b):  The previous highest monthly trade deficit was USS 22.4 billion in September 2021.

(c): Merchandise imports were US$ 60.1 billion in April 2022, USS 63.2 billion in May 2022 and
USS 66.3 billion in June 2022.

(d) & (e): Imports take place to meet the gap between domestic production and supply, consumer
demand and preferences for various products. Many imports are inputs for further manufacturing in
India. The Government keeps a watch on the overall deficit and takes measures periodically to address
it.
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY
(DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE)

LOK SABHA

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 508
TO BE ANSWERED ON 20" JULY, 2022

GeM

508. SHRI RAJA AMARESHWARA NAIK:
SHRI BHOLA SINGH:
DR. SUKANTA MAJUMDAR:
SHRIMATI SANGEETA KUMARI SINGH DEO:
SHRI VINOD KUMAR SONKAR:
SHRI RAJVEER SINGH (RAJU BHAIYA):
DR. JAYANTA KUMAR ROY:

Will the Minister of COMMERCE & INDUSTRY (aTf0TsiT Td 31T #HA1) be pleased
to state:

(@) whether the Government has given its approval for expanding the mandate of GeM
to allow procurement by Cooperatives as buyers on GeM and if so, the details thereof;

(b) whether the Government has formulated the implementing strategy, targets,
expenditure, beneficiaries, etc.;

(c) if so, the details thereof; and

(d) the other steps being taken by the Government for the effective implementation of
the GEM?

ANSWER
T Ud SN AT H 5g /Al (3l 0T uce)

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY
(SMT. ANUPRIYA PATEL)

(a): Yes, Sir. Union Cabinet in its meeting held on 01.06.2022 has given its approval for expanding
the mandate of GeM to allow procurement by Cooperatives as buyers on GeM.

(b) and (c): Yes, Sir. The implementation strategy has been finalized in consultation with Ministry
of Cooperation. The proposal will benefit about 27 Crore people associated with 8.54 Lakh
Cooperative Societies. Further, there is no additional expenditure burden for the Government since
the onboarding process as buyers on GeM is free.

(d): Government has amended the General Financial Rules 2017 (GFR) and made a provision under
Rule 149 for enabling procurement of Goods and Services through GeM. GeM is an evolving
platform and regular enhancements are being made keeping in view the requirements of
stakeholders. The Board of GeM regularly oversees the functioning of the portal.
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY
(DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE)

LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 521
TO BE ANSWERED ON 20" JULY, 2022

RTAs

521. DR. MANOJ RAJORIA:
SHRI SUMEDHANAND SARASWATI:
SHRIMATI RANJEETA KOLI:

Will the Minister of COMMERCE & INDUSTRY (aTfOTs[ Td 31T #H4T) be pleased
to state:

(@)

(b)
(©)

(d)
(€)
(f)

the names of the Regional Trade Agreements (RTAs) which have proved beneficial
for India;

whether there are any RTAs which have not been beneficial for the country;

if so, the names thereof and the manner in which they have not been beneficial for
India;

whether the RTAS signed by India contain exit clause;

if so, the names of the RTAs containing exit clause and those not having it; and
whether the Asia Pacific Trade Agreement contains exit clause and if so, the details
thereof?

ANSWER

T Ud SN AT H og /Al (39l 0T uce)

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

(@) to (c):

(SMT. ANUPRIYA PATEL)

India has signed 13 Regional Trade Agreements (RTASs)/Free Trade Agreements
(FTAs) with various countries/regions namely, Japan, South Korea, countries of
ASEAN region and countries of South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC)Mauritius, United Arab Emirates, Australia. India’s merchandise exports to
all these countries/regions have registered a growth in last ten years.



The following table gives country/region wise merchandise export details:

India’s exports - RTA Partner Countries/Region wise

Values in US$ billion

India’s Names of RTAs Export in 2011 Export in
RTA partner 2021
Countries/region
ASEAN India-ASEAN FTA
India-Singapore CECA
India-Malaysia CECA 34.5 40.6
India-Thailand FTA - Early Harvest
Scheme (EHS)
Japan India-Japan CEPA 5.6 6.1
South Korea India-South Korea CEPA 4.6 7.0
SAFTA Agreement on SAFTA
India-Sri Lanka FTA
India-Nepal Treaty of Trade 13.0 31.6
India-Bhutan Agreement on Trade,
Commerce and Transit
Mauritius India-Mauritius Comprehensive It is too early to calculate
Economic Cooperation and quantifiable benefits for this
Partnership Agreement (CECPA) RTA, as it was implemented
only w.e.f. 10.04.2021.
United Arab India-UAE CEPA It is too early to calculate
Emirates quantifiable benefits for this
RTA, as it was implemented
only w.e.f. 01.05.2022.
Australia India-Australia Economic Cooperation This RTA has been signed on

and Trade Agreement (Ind-Aus ECTA)

02.04.2022, but not yet
implemented.

Source: Directorate General of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics (DGCI&S)

In addition, India has also signed 6 Preferential Trade Agreements (PTASs) including
Asia Pacific Trade Agreement (APTA).

(d) & (e):

All of India’s RTAs, as listed in the table above, have exit clauses.

(hH: Yes, Sir. Article 32 of Asia Pacific Trade Agreement (APTA) mentions that “Any
Participating State may withdraw from this Agreement, such withdrawal to take effect
six months following the day on which written notice of the same is served to the
Participating States through the Executive Secretary of ESCAP. The rights and
obligations of a Participating State which has withdrawn from this Agreement shall
cease to apply as of that date”.
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY
(DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE)

LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 564
TO BE ANSWERED ON 20" JULY, 2022

EXPORT OF COCONUT AND COCONUT PRODUCTS
564. SHRI SHANMUGA SUNDARAM K.:
Will the Minister of COMMERCE & INDUSTRY (aTf0Ts[T Td 34197 #H31) be pleased

to state:

(@) the steps taken by the Government to promote the export of coconut, coconut oil and
other coconut products along with the details thereof;

(b) whether the Government is offering any subsidies for the export of coconut, coconut
oil and other coconut products; and

(c) if so, the details thereof?

ANSWER
TR Ud IEANT AT H 9g HA (3Tl SO uce)

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY
(SMT. ANUPRIYA PATEL)

(@):  The Government has constituted Coconut Development Board (CDB), a statutory body
functioning under the Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare, which inter-alia, also serves as
Export Promotion Council (EPC) for all coconut products other than those made from coconut husk
and fibre. For promotion of exports of coconut and coconut products, the CDB issues Registration
cum Membership Certifications (RCMC), organises international trade fairs, exhibitions, Buyer
Seller Meet etc. The Board also facilitates the entrepreneurs to participate in international trade fairs
and exhibitions to showcase their products in foreign markets. As a result of Government’s efforts,
the export value of coconut and coconut products has increased by 30.23% in the Financial Year
2020-21.

(b) & (c): Coconut and coconut products are eligible for reimbursement of the taxes and duties
incurred by exporters such as local taxes, mandi tax, fuel used for transportation etc. under Remission
of Duties and Taxes on Exported Products (RODTEP). The reimbursement is claimed as a
percentage of the Freight on Board (FOB) value of exports. The RODTEP reimbursement for the
different coconut products fall in the range of 0.5% to 2.5% of FOB value. The exporters of coconut
products are also eligible for Advance Authorisation (AA) Scheme, Export Promotion Capital Goods
(EPCG) Scheme etc.
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY
(DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE)

LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 615
TO BE ANSWERED ON 20" JULY, 2022

EXPORT OF ITeS
615. SHRI S. JAGATHRAKSHAKAN:

Will the Minister of COMMERCE & INDUSTRY (aTfOTSd Td 33191 H4T) be pleased
to state:

(@) whether the government concurs with the view that exports of Information
Technology-Enabled Services (ITeS) along with professional services such as
consultancy, legal, medicine, accounting, etc. should become the mainstay of
India’s export strategy instead of manufacturing;

(b) if so, the measures that are proposed to be taken by the Government in this regard,;
and

(c) if not, the reasons therefor?

ANSWER
T Ud SN HATSTT H g HA (el ST ucd)

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY
(SMT. ANUPRIYA PATEL)

(a): The Merchandise and Services Exports of India for previous three years are as

follows:

2019-20 2020-21 2021-22
Merchandise Exports of India (in Billion
USD) (Source: DGCIS) 313.36 291.81 421.89
Merchandise Export Share in India’s
Overall Exports (in %) 59.51 58.61 62.37
Serwces. Export of India (in Billion USD) 213.19 206.09 25453
(Source: RBI)
Services _Export Share in India’s Overall 40.49 41.39 37 63
Exports (in %)
Total Exports of India (in Billion USD) 526.55 497.90 676.42




Both Goods and Services Exports are among the key drivers of India’s economic growth.
The government will continue to promote both merchandise and services exports as part
of its foreign trade policy.

(b) & (c): In order to promote trade in merchandise and services including Information

Technology-Enabled Services (ITeS) and professional services such as consultancy,

legal, medicine, accounting, Government follows a multi-pronged strategy which includes
pursuing meaningful, predictable and transparent market access for Indian goods and
service exporters through multilateral, regional and bilateral trade agreements. Further,

Government has taken the following key steps to promote exports of merchandise goods
and services:

1)
2)
3)
4)

5)

6)

7

8)

9)

Foreign Trade Policy (2015-20) has been extended upto 30-09-2022 to provide
policy stability.

Interest Equalization Scheme on pre and post shipment rupee export credit has
also been extended upto 31-3-2024.

A new Scheme, Remission of Duties and Taxes on Exported Products (RoDTEP),
has been launched with effect from 01.01.2021.

Common Digital Platform for Certificate of Origin has been launched to facilitate
trade and increase FTA utilization by exporters.

A comprehensive “Agriculture Export Policy” to provide an impetus to agricultural
exports related to agriculture, horticulture, animal husbandry, fisheries and food
processing sectors, is under implementation.

Promoting and diversifying services exports by pursuing specific action plans for
the 12 Champion Services Sectors.

Promoting districts as export hubs by identifying products with export potential in
each district, addressing bottlenecks for exporting these products and supporting
local exporters/manufacturers to generate employment in the district.

Active role of Indian missions abroad towards promoting India’s trade, tourism,
technology and investment goals has been enhanced.

Package announced in light of the covid pandemic to support domestic industry
through various banking and financial sector relief measures, especially for
MSMEs, which constitute a major share in exports.
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY
(DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE)

LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 628
TO BE ANSWERED ON 20" JULY, 2022

MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE OF WTO
628. SHRI SUBBARAYAN K.:

Will the Minister of COMMERCE & INDUSTRY (aTfOTSd Td 33191 H4T) be pleased
to state:

(@) whether India has attended the 12th Ministerial Conference of the World Trade
Organisation (WTO) held in Geneva in June this year;

(b) if so, the details of the main issues raised in the Conference by India and other
developing countries and the outcome thereof; and

(c) the details of India’s position on food security and fisheries during the said
Conference along with the outcome thereof?

ANSWER
TR Ud IEANT AT H 5g /A (3Tl SO uce)

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY
(SMT. ANUPRIYA PATEL)

(@) : Yes, Sir.

(b) : At the Twelfth Ministerial Conference (MC12) of the World Trade Organisation
(WTO) the issues on which a consensus-based decision was reached after
negotiations were adopted as Ministerial decisions and declarations. The main
issues raised by India and other developing countries included public stockholding
for food security purposes, WTO reforms, Custom duties on e-Commerce, TRIPS
waiver for Covid-19 pandemic and Special and Differential Treatment (S&DT) in
fisheries subsidies and other areas.

The outcomes of the MC12 were: (a) Decision to reinvigorate the work under the
Work Programme on e-Commerce (WPEC) and extension of the moratorium on
custom duties on electronic transmissions, latest by 31 March, 2024 (b) Declaration
on the WTO Response to the Covid-19 Pandemic and preparedness for future
Pandemics (c) Decision on TRIPS Agreement (d) Agreement on disciplining

1



fisheries subsidies (e) Decision on exempting World Food Programme (WFP)
humanitarian food purchases from export prohibitions or restrictions and (f)
Declaration on the emergency response to food insecurity. Further, an Outcome
Document of MC12 was also adopted, which, inter alia, includes working towards
WTO reform. In addition, the MC12 adopted (a) Work Programme on Small
Economies (b) TRIPS non-violation and situation complaints and (c) Sanitary and
Phytosanitary (SPS) Declaration.

(c) : The MC12 of the WTO concluded with, inter alia, a declaration on food insecurity
and an agreement on fisheries subsidies.

Food security is a priority issue for India. Based on earlier decisions at the WTO,
India’s public stockholding programmes continue to be protected by a ‘peace
clause’ which is available till a permanent solution is reached. India accordingly
seeks a permanent solution for public stockholding but at the same time ensuring
that our interests in all agriculture areas are protected.

The MC12 outcome on food security is a decision regarding exemption of World
Food Programme (WFP) purchases from export prohibitions or restrictions.
However, this decision shall not prevent the adoption by any Member of measures
to ensure its domestic food security in accordance with the relevant WTO
agreements.

In order to set right the imbalance in the high subsidies given by advanced fishing
nations and to achieve equity, India proposed no prohibition on subsidies granted
by developing countries for low income, resource poor or livelihood fishing related
activities up to the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), a sufficiently long transition
period for future fishing or fishing-related activities, including distant water fishing,
the need to incorporate ‘Common But Differentiated Responsibility’ (CBDR) and
‘polluter pays’ principle. India also sought S&DT in fisheries subsidies.

The Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies agreed at the MC12 will prohibit subsidies
being provided for Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing and
overfished stocks. As S&DT, developing countries, including Least Developed
Countries (LDCs), have been allowed additional transition period of two years after
the entry in to force of the Agreement. The Agreement also prohibits subsidies in
high seas, which are outside the jurisdiction of coastal countries and Regional
Fisheries Management Organizations/ Arrangements (RFMO/AS).
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY
(DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE)

LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 633
TO BE ANSWERED ON 20" JULY, 2022

CENTRALLY SPONSORED SCHEMES
633. DR. G. RANJITH REDDY:

Will the Minister of COMMERCE & INDUSTRY (aTfOTSd Td 33191 H4T) be pleased
to state:

(@) the details of Centrally Sponsored Schemes and Central Sector Schemes being
implemented by the Ministry in the State of Telangana during the last five years
and the current year, year-wise, scheme-wise, district-wise;

(b) the details of funds allocated, sanctioned, released and utilized for each of the above
schemes during the last five years and the current year, year-wise, scheme-wise and
district-wise;

(c) the details of physical targets set and achieved while implementing the above
schemes during the last five years and the current year, year-wise, scheme-wise,
district-wise;

(d) whether the Ministry has found any shortcomings while implementing the above
schemes and, if so, the details thereof including the steps taken by the Government
to check those shortcomings;

(e) whether there is time and cost overrun of any of the above scheme; and

(F) if so, the details thereof?

ANSWER
TR Ud IEANT AT H 57 HA (3l SO uce)

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY
(SMT. ANUPRIYA PATEL)

(a) to (c): As per the records, the details of the Schemes being implemented and funds released
by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry in the state of Telangana during the last five years and
the current year are as below :-

1) Under a Central Sector Scheme for setting up Common Facility Centres (CFCs) for Gem
& Jewellery Sector (discontinued since 31-03-2021), an amount of Rs.4,12,79,635 was released to



Gem & Jewellery Export Promotion Council to set up a CFC at Hyderabad (Telangana) and is
operational since March, 2021.

2) Under the Integrated Scheme of Spices Board, assistance was provided for development of
small and large cardamom, post-harvest improvement and export promotion of spices, targeting
beneficiaries across India, including the stakeholders of Telangana State under Export Oriented
production (EOP) and Export Development & Promotion (EDP) components.

Details of year-wise and programme wise financial and physical achievements in respect of
Telangana for the period 2017-18 to 2021-22, as provided by Spices Board is at Annexure.

3 The Coffee Board implemented a Centrally Sponsored Scheme ‘Integrated Coffee
Development Project (ICDP)' during last five years for the coffee sector in India.

The details of funds released under ICDP for the components of Support for value addition are as
below:

Year Support for value addition
2020-21 Rs.9,77,200/-
2021-22 Rs.10,00,000

These Schemes are implemented across states and no separate state-specific physical targets were
set for Telangana State.

4) Under the Indian Footwear and Leather Development Programme (IFLDP), assistance was

provided to Telangana during the period 2017-21 as per the following Schemes:

Q) Integrated Development of Leather Sector (IDLS) sub-scheme: From 2017 to 2021, an
amount of Rs.3.00 lakh has been provided for technology upgradation of one unit in
Telangana;

(i) Human Resource Development sub-scheme (HRD Sub — Scheme) provided assistance for
primary skill development training to unemployed persons @ Rs.15,000 per person.
During the period 2017-21, 16 unemployed persons have been provided skill development
training and 13 such trainees were employed in leather and footwear.

(ili)  Establishment of Institutional Facilities sub-scheme: This scheme provides infrastructure
by upgrading the existing campuses of Footwear, Design and Development Institute
(FDDI) into Centres of Excellence and establishing fully equipped new skill centres.
Support has been provided for upgradation of Hyderabad campus of FDDI as Centre of
Excellence with a total project cost of Rs.33.06 crore.

5) Under the Industrial Infrastructure Up-gradation Scheme (I1IUS) one project viz
Pashmyularam Industrial Area, District Medak was approved on 05 May 2015 and the first
instalment of Central grant of Rs.7.068 crores was released on 12 August 2016.



(6) Marine Products Export Development (MPEDA) Scheme is a Central Sector Scheme being
implemented by the Marine Products Export Development Authority (MPEDA) for the
overall development and promotion of marine products exports. The scheme has various
sub-schemes namely, Market Promotion, Value addition for exports, Fisheries and
Aquaculture improvement etc. The scheme is extended on pan India basis and state specific
funds are not earmarked.

(d): No shortcomings have been reported.
(e): No such time and cost overrun have been reported.

(F): Does not arise in view of (d) and (e) above.
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Annexure

Annexure referred to in Parts (a) to (c) of Lok Sabha Unstarred Question No.633 for

answer on 20-07-2022 reqgarding Centrally Sponsored Schemes

Details of funds utilized and physical achievements by Spices Board in Telangana from

2017-18 to 2021-22

Financial Name of the Programme Fund utilized |Physical
Year (Rs. in Lakhs) Achievement (No.
of beneficiaries)
2017-18 Turmeric Boiler 22.45 15
Quality Improvement Training Programmes 1.79 17
2018-19 Turmeric Boiler 37.49 23
Turmeric Polisher 9.46 16
Quality Improvement Training programmes 1.17 12
2019-20 Turmeric Boiler 74.03 39
Turmeric Polisher 14.875 17
Quality Improvement Training programmes 1.19 12
2020-21 Turmeric Boiler 142.57 82
Turmeric Polisher 37.34 45
Promotion of Indian Spice Brand (Brand 33.00 1
Promotion Scheme)
Sending Business Samples abroad 0.78 2
2021-22 Turmeric Boiler 166.07 73
Turmeric Polisher 145.34 149
Quality Gap Bridging Group 74.65 8
Supply of rapid curcumin testing devices 3.00 1
Supply of Silpauline/Tarpaulin sheets 113.58 7407
Turmeric Boiler — RKVY 4.50 3
Quality Improvement Training programmes 3.40 16
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY
(DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE)

LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 645 (H)
TO BE ANSWERED ON 20" JULY, 2022

BAN ON WHEAT EXPORT

645(H). SHRI RAJIV RANJAN SINGH ALIAS LALAN SINGH:
SHRI KAUSHALENDRA KUMAR:

Will the Minister of COMMERCE & INDUSTRY (aTT0Ts[ Td 19T #H3T) be pleased
to state:

(@) whether the Government has completely banned the export of wheat;

(b) if so, the quantity of wheat and wheat flour exported from the country so far after
the ban;

(c) whether the Government proposes to lift the ban on the export of wheat and if so,
the details thereof;

(d) the wheat stock currently available with the Government;

(e) whether the Government has any data regarding the quantity of private wheat stock
available in the country;

(f)  whether the Government proposes to implement any incentive scheme for the
farmers to promote the production of wheat; and

(9) if so, the details thereof?

ANSWER
IIfOTI Ud SN AT H 5g /Al (3l 0T uce)

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY
(SMT. ANUPRIYA PATEL)

(@): The Government, on 13" May, 2022, has amended the export policy of wheat from ‘Free’
to ‘Prohibited’. Export of wheat shall be allowed under the following conditions:

(1)  Asatransitional arrangement, export will be allowed in case of shipments where Irrevocable
Letter of Credit (ICLC) has been issued on or before the date of this Notification, subject to
submission of documentary evidence as prescribed; or

(i)  Export will also be allowed on the basis of permission granted by the Government to other
countries to meet their food security needs and based on the request of their governments.



(b) : The total quantity of wheat exported after imposition of ‘prohibition’ on export of wheat
i.e. from 14" May, 2022 till 14" July, 2022 is 14.76 Lakh Metric Tonne (LMT). With effect from
6™ July, 2022, the export policy of wheat flour (atta) though ‘Free’, but export shall be subject to
recommendation of Inter-Ministerial Committee (IMC) on export of wheat. The export of wheat
flour (atta) from 7" July, 2022 till 14" July, 2022 is 29,460 MT.

(c): The Central Government is closely monitoring the situation with regard to Wheat at the
domestic and international level and no decision on lifting the ban has been taken.

(d): The total Wheat currently available with the Central Pool Stock of the Country is 285.10
LMT as on 01.07.2022.

(e):  The Government has no data regarding the quantity of private wheat stock available in
the country.

(H&(g) : Under the National Food Security Mission( NFSM)programme, NFSM-Wheat
programme to increase the production of wheat through area expansion and productivity
enhancement; restoring soil fertility and productivity; and enhancing farm level economy is
undertaken. The NFSM-Wheat is being implemented in 124 districts of 10 states & 2 UTs viz.
Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh.

Under NFSM, assistance for wheat is provided to the farmers for interventions viz. cluster
demonstrations on improved package of practices, demonstrations on cropping system, Seed
distribution of High Yielding Varieties (HYVs), improved farm machineries/resource
conservation machineries/tools, efficient water application tools, plant protection measures,
nutrient management/soil ameliorants, processing & post-harvest equipments and cropping system
based trainings to the farmers etc.
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY
(DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE)

LOK SABHA

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 648
TO BE ANSWERED ON 20" JULY, 2022

FOREIGN TRADE
648. SHRIE.T. MOHAMMED BASHEER:

Will the Minister of COMMERCE & INDUSTRY (aTfOTSd Td 33191 H4T) be pleased
to state:

(@) whether the Government intends to have a policy framework with regard to foreign
trade with any country in the future; and

(b) ifso, the details thereof including the name of countries with which India has signed
MoUs for trade in future in the recent Indian Delegates visit?

ANSWER
TR Ud N AT H 9g HA (3Tl SO uee)

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY
(SMT. ANUPRIYA PATEL)

(@) & (b): India has so far signed 13 Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) and 6
Preferential Trade Agreements (PTAs) with its partner countries for
preferential access in those markets. These also include the recently
signed FTAs with Mauritius, the UAE and Australia. As part of its
endeavour to enlarge the scope of market access, India has entered into
FTA negotiations with promising trading partners namely, the United
Kingdom, Canada and the European Union. Apart from these
FTAsS/PTAs, India has also entered into MoUs for Trade and investment
arrangements with its trading partner countries. Some of these are MoU
between DP World FZE (DP World) of the UAE and National
Investment Promotion and Facilitation Agency (Invest India), MOU
between Invest India and Abu Dhabi investment office etc.
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY
(DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE)

LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 651
TO BE ANSWERED ON 20" JULY, 2022

FISHERIES SUBSIDY NEGOTIATIONS AT WTO

651. SHRI VINAYAK RAUT:
SHRI BALASHOWRY VALLABHANENI:

Will the Minister of COMMERCE & INDUSTRY (aTT0Ts[ Td 19T #H3T) be pleased
to state:

(@) the details of final text that has come up for fisheries subsidy negotiations at the
WTO;

(b) whether the proposed text provides level-playing field for Indian fisheries sector,
our traditional fishermen and their livelihood;

(c) if so, the details thereof; and

(d) the details of support measures that developed countries provide to their fishing
sector and reasons behind their demand to stop developing countries from giving
subsidies?

ANSWER
TR Ud IEANT AT H 57 HA (3l SO uce)

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY
(SMT. ANUPRIYA PATEL)

(@) : The Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies (Agreement) agreed at the recently concluded
World Trade Organization (WTQO) Ministerial meeting will prohibit subsidies being
provided for Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (1UU) fishing and overfished stocks. As
Special and Differential Treatment (S&DT), Developing Countries and Least Developed
Countries (LDCs) have been allowed a transition period of two years after the entry in to
force of the Agreement. The Agreement also prohibits providing subsidies for fishing in
high seas, which are outside the jurisdiction of coastal countries and Regional Fisheries
Management Organizations/ Arrangements (RFMO/AS).



As per the Agreement, no prohibition has been imposed on a WTO Member regarding
granting or maintaining subsidy to its vessel or operator as long as it is not carrying out
IUU. Similarly, no prohibition on providing subsidies has been imposed for fishing
regarding overfished stocks as long as such subsidies are implemented to rebuild the stock
to a biologically sustainable level.

(b) &(c): Under the Agreement, enough flexibility is available to India with a complete right

(d):

to determine within its Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) regarding any IUU fishing activity
and on overfished stocks. Since fish move across maritime zones, 1UU fishing deprives
India of fisheries resources, thereby greatly impacting the livelihood of our coastal
traditional fishing communities that depend upon fisheries. With the implementation of
Agreement, India will be in a position to take action against subsidies provided to foreign
vessels or operators of other countries by challenging such subsidies at the WTO
Committee on Fisheries Subsidies and the dispute settlement system of the WTO.
Similarly, if any country provides subsidies for catching fish in an overfished stock, India
will be able to challenge such subsidies at the WTO.

As per notifications by WTO Members, the subsidy provided by developed countries to
their fishing sector consists of: programmes for support to acquisition of fishing vessels,
vessel de-commissioning programmes, research and development, improving fishing
practices, purchase of innovative gear technologies, and support for establishment of
environmentally and economically sustainable fisheries.

The Agreement is to discipline the subsidies on IUU and Overfished stocks rather than stop
the subsidies.
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY
(DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE)

LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 653
TO BE ANSWERED ON 20" JULY, 2022

RUBBER ACT
653. SHRI THOMAS CHAZHIKADAN:

Will the Minister of COMMERCE & INDUSTRY (aTfOTSd Td 33191 H4T) be pleased
to state:

(@) whether any objections and suggestions have been received on the draft published
on repeal of Rubber Act, 1947 and enactment of Rubber (Promotion and
Development) Bill, 2022;

(b) if so, the details thereof including the last date to submit the receipt of objections/
suggestions;

(c) whether the Government has received any objections/ suggestions from the state of
Kerala; and

(d) if so, the details thereof?

ANSWER
ST Ud SN HATerd H I1og HAT (37T Srgfan ucd)

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY
(SMT. ANUPRIYA PATEL)

(@) & (b): 522 stakeholders and public have submitted their suggestions on the draft ‘Rubber
(Promotion and Development) Bill 2022°. Last date to receive the objections/suggestions was 9™
April 2022.

(c) & (d): Government has received suggestions from various stakeholders from the state of Kerala
including Minister for Agriculture, Government of Kerala suggesting modifications in some
provisions of the draft Rubber (Promotion and Development) Bill, 2022. Suggestions have been
received regarding definitions, objectives, constitution of the Board, functions, provision relating
to minimum and maximum price for rubber, declaration of Minimum Support Price, provisions
for declaring status of rubber as agriculture produce, request not to repeal the Rubber Act 1947,
etc.
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY
(DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE)

LOK SABHA

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 657
TO BE ANSWERED ON 20" JULY, 2022

RCEP
657. DR. AMAR SINGH:

Will the Minister of COMMERCE & INDUSTRY (aT0TSTa Td 3197 #H4T) be pleased to
state:

(@ whether the Government agrees with the view that for India, piecemeal agreements
with many of the various component nations of the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP) cannot and will not substitute for its failure to join the
group;

(b) if so, the steps that are proposed to be taken by the Government to re-examine its
attitude towards the RCEP; and

(c) if not, the reasons therefor?

ANSWER

T Ud SN AT H oG /Al (39l 0T uce)

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY
(SMT. ANUPRIYA PATEL)

(@) to (c): The Government held extensive consultations with stakeholders such as the domestic
industry, exporters, Export Promotion Councils, trade experts, various
Ministries/Departments, academicians as well as the State Governments and received
inputs, which were taken into consideration while formulating India’s position in the
Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) negotiations. Based on such
consultations, India’s position in RCEP was formulated with an aim to achieve equitable
outcomes, balanced ambitions and address domestic sensitivities of its stakeholders
including small entrepreneurs. While RCEP was intended to provide mutually beneficial
outcomes for RCEP countries, the structure of RCEP did not adequately address the
ambitions and concerns of India’s stakeholders. In light of these, India decided not to join
the RCEP, in its current form. Accordingly, during the 3™ RCEP Leaders” Summit held on
4™ November, 2019 in Bangkok, India conveyed its position that current structure of RCEP
did not reflect the RCEP Guiding Principles or address the outstanding issues and concerns
of India. However, India re-iterated that the Act East Policy has been the bedrock of India’s
economic policy and that India’s engagement with the ASEAN countries and other trading
partners would continue. There has been no change in India’s position since then.
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