Ministry of Commerce & Industry
Centre for Trade and Investment Law and Bennett University Organise III CTIL-Bennett International Moot Court Competition 2026
Competition Focused on Labour Rights violations under a Free Trade Agreement

The Centre for Trade and Investment Law (CTIL), Indian Institute of Foreign Trade, in collaboration with the School of Law, Bennett University, organised the III CTIL-Bennett International Moot Court Competition 2026 from 6-8 February 2026 at the Bennett University campus in Greater Noida, under the aegis of the WTO Chairs Programme.
The three-day international moot court competition served as an academic platform for law students to engage with contemporary issues in international trade law and labour rights, while facilitating interaction between students, academicians, legal practitioners and policy experts. The competition witnessed participation from teams representing universities across India and abroad and featured multiple competitive rounds evaluated by experts drawn from the legal profession, academia and policy institutions.
The draft case centered on alleged violations of labor standards and occupational safety under a Free Trade Agreement, following industrial accident and controversial regulatory shifts.

Inaugural Ceremony
The inaugural ceremony was held on 6 February 2026 at 2:30 PM onwards. The inaugural ceremony was graced by Justice Rajesh Bindal, Judge, Supreme Court of India, as the Chief Guest. In his address, Justice Bindal underscored the importance of constitutional values, judicial reasoning and the role of legal institutions in upholding the rule of law. The inaugural proceedings also included a formal lamp-lighting ceremony and the release of academic publications
(Dr.) Raj Singh, Vice Chancellor, Bennett University, spoke on the role of universities in advancing policy-oriented legal education and promoting institutional excellence. Mr. Senthil Kumar, Chief Operating Officer, Bennett University, highlighted the significance of global outreach and academic–industry collaboration in contemporary higher education. Prof.
Mr. Ridhish Rajvanshi, Senior Research Fellow, CTIL, reflected on the relevance of WTO law moots in capacity building and in deepening understanding of international trade governance.

Valedictory Ceremony
The valedictory ceremony was held on 8 February 2026 at 4:00 PM onwards. The ceremony was attended by distinguished academicians, legal practitioners and policymakers, including Prof. Henry Gao, Professor of Law, Yong Pung How School of Law, Singapore Management University; Mr. Vineet Vij, Global General Counsel and Chief Legal Officer, Tech Mahindra; Prof. (Dr.) V. K. Ahuja, Director, Indian Law Institute, New Delhi; Prof. (Dr.) Ranbir Singh, Pro-Chancellor, IILM University Gurugram; Dr. James J. Nedumpara, Professor and Head, CTIL; and Dr. Sasmit Patra, Member of Parliament (Rajya Sabha).
The valedictory ceremony was graced by Justice Pankaj Mithal, Judge, Supreme Court of India, as the Chief Guest. In his address, Justice Mithal highlighted the role of legal education in strengthening justice delivery systems and emphasised the importance of constitutional principles, judicial integrity and professional responsibility.
Prof. (Dr.) James J. Nedumpara, Professor and Head, Centre for Trade and Investment Law (CTIL), highlighted the importance of building state capacity in international economic law and emphasised the role of academic institutions in preparing the next generation of trade law professionals. Reflecting on India’s evolving engagement with international trade agreements, he underlined the growing relevance of legal expertise in trade negotiations and dispute settlement. He also encouraged students to use their skills confidently and contribute meaningfully to India’s legal and policy landscape.

The valedictory session also included the release of academic publications and the announcement of competition results, with awards presented across various categories recognising excellence in research, advocacy and overall performance.
The III CTIL-Bennett International Moot Court Competition 2026 reaffirmed the role of academic institutions and policy research centres in promoting advanced study and practical engagement in international trade law and global economic governance.
